






















August Administrative Report 
Library Statistics 

• Total Circulation: 67,598 (18% increase from August 2021) 

• Smart Locker: 172 locker retrievals (largest total so far); 154 unique users total 

• Curbside appointments: 76 

• New Cards: 378 

• Study Pod Reservations: 78 

• Collection Items Added:  2.326 

• ILL: 22 requests to borrow;  21 items supplied to other libraries 

• Notary: 9 patrons served 

• Tech Help: 14 

• Studio 20 South appointments: 10 

Faxon Fun 
This four-week program held at the Faxon Branch Library was a summer program designed to 
provide a positive, enriching, and structured experience for children who did not have access to 
other summer activities due to financial and/or logistical considerations. This program was 
sponsored by the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.  After a two-year disappointing hiatus 
from this cherished program for the Faxon Branch neighborhood community, summer 2022 
absolutely did not disappoint! A total of fifty children participated in two sessions (Grades 1-3 for 
the first session and Grades 4-6 for the second session). Children’s Librarian Ellen Phillips 
designed and facilitated the program with precision and was assisted by neighborhood older 
teens who earned a stipend, as well as younger teen volunteers. An itinerary was planned to 
educate and delight each attendee, plus offer each an opportunity to socialize with their peers 
and connect with teen role models, all in a cool and comfortable neighborhood space using 
Faxon’s indoor and outdoor facilities. 

Special presentations to the group included a cooking class, cartooning instruction with the 
famous cartoonist Joe Young, a visit from the ambassador zoo animals from the Zoo in Forest 
Park and science classes led by Mad Science of Western New England. Children in Session One as 
well as 4th graders in Session Two were matched with a teen Book Buddy on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Several of those children returned after their session was over to continue meeting 
their Book Buddy. 

Thank you to all the Faxon staff who worked so very hard to make this program happen! 

New Community Center & Library Project 
Tecton Architects presented on the new Community Center & Library project to the Town 
Council’s standing committees on Community Planning and Economic Development and Human 
and Community Services.  The architects gave updates on the feasibility work to date and 
community feedback gathered so far.  The group also had their second meeting with the 



community Advisory Committee where they reviewed the prioritization feedback and 
previewed some initial ideas and precedent images. 

Fern Street Backpack Program 
The summer version of the Fern Street backpack program came to a close.  The library and Fern 
Street distributed over 4,000 pounds of food this summer. The Fern Street program distributed 
another 4,000 pounds in fresh produce, lunch meals and household supplies to families.  

The first summer of using Bishops Corner as a pickup location wasn’t as successful as we had 
hoped but we will try to recruit some more families for next year.  The school year backpack 
distribution will begin at Faxon. Elementary aged students now pick up their backpacks at 
school but middle and high school families will be picking up at Faxon. As of now, we have 14 
families signed up and Katherine Wilson is working on identifying more. 

Adult Summer Reading 
Our summer reading challenge was a great success! 126 participants read 997 books and 
completed 35 activities. There were 3 grand prize winners and 28 bi-weekly prize winners; the 
winners received gift cards to West Hartford eateries.  

The top 5 most-read books: 

• The Hotel Nantucket by Elin Hilderbrand 

• The Summer Place by Jennifer Weiner 

• Book Lovers by Emily Henry 

• Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 

• The Maid by Nita Prose 

Visit the summer reading challenge page to see the summer’s most-read books, authors, and 
categories. 

Art Banner Project 

The 24 art banners drawn by children with the theme “My Happy Place” and installed by 
Municipal Parking are now on display along South Main Street. All families have been notified 
and are excited to view their children’s work. We are already confirmed for a partnership 
project for spring 2023 when teens will have an opportunity to display their work on the 
banners. 

Recruitment 
We’re happy to welcome aboard two new part-time specialists.  Brett Freiburger is our new 
Local History Librarian and Samuel Ferri is our new Studio Coordinator for Studio 20 South.  We 
look forward to expanding public access to these spaces and services.  We also welcome Lillian 
Fletcher, our new Saturday page.  We’re so glad you are joining the WHPL team! 
 

https://www.westhartfordlibrary.org/programs/summer-reading-challenge-for-adults/


From our Patrons 
Here are some stories and interactions our staff recently had with patrons at the library: 

• A patron called to express gratitude for Tech Help. He stated that Tech Help is “one of 
the best services the library offers” and he was really happy to hear that we’re offering 
it again. 

• Staff at the branches (especially Bishops Corner) noticed that the library was being used 
as a cooling center during this latest heat wave. Lots of new faces and many familiar 
faces staying with us all day! 

Emergency Response Working Group 
The library formed a new Emergency Response Working group to review and create emergency 
procedures and guidelines for all three buildings.  The group members are Laura Irmscher, 
Karen Polmatier, Andrew Piro, Carol Waxman, Ann Marie Salerno, Bailey Berardino, and Ellen 
Phillips. 

Adult Services & Programs 
Featured Programs 

• How to Keep Long-Term Care From Becoming a Long-Term Financial Crisis (virtual) 

• Photography: Memories in Hine Sight (in-person) 

• New Home Buyer Workshop (in-person) 

• To Walk About in Freedom: The Long Emancipation of Priscilla Joyner (virtual) 

• Planning for Postwar: What Everyone Needs to Know About Yemen (in-person) 

Total Attendance for Featured Programs: 129 

Regular Programs 

• The New Yorker magazine discussion group (virtual) 

• West Hartford Fiction Writers (virtual) 

• Connecticut Screenwriters (hybrid) 

• Faxon Poets (hybrid) 

• The Atlantic magazine discussion group (virtual) 

• Fiber Arts Book Club (hybrid) 

• Night Owls Book Group (virtual) 

Total Attendance for Series Programs: 130 

Updates 

Ann Marie and Pramod visited The Court of St. James, an assisted living facility in West Hartford 
to give a short presentation on what the library has to offer. The crowd of about 25 people was 
very enthusiastic. Most of the residents have a library card. Ann Marie issued four new cards 
for residents who did not.  They will be starting a book club, and Ann Marie offered to help 
them with obtaining books and reader’s advisory. Pramod answered many questions dealing 



with technology. Two of the residents came to the library that afternoon to check out our DVD 
and book sale.   
 
ILL fees are no more! This is a much-welcome improvement to the service that provides patrons 
with a seamless experience getting the materials they need. 
 
A new art exhibit entitled Circle was hung in the gallery this week. The feedback has been very 
good so far with several people commenting that it’s their favorite exhibit we’ve had. 
 
Lauren’s book group, the Fiber Arts Book Club (fondly called the FAB Club by its members), 
turned one-year-old this week! 
 
The Summer Take & Make Craft Kits for adults was announced in the weekly newsletter. Within 
12 hours, over 30 people registered to pick up a kit. 
 

Branch Libraries 
The return of the ice cream social at Bishops Corner was on August 25! We weren’t sure what 
to expect for our first year back since 2019 and it exceeded all expectations. We had just under 
300 people in for ice cream and books, with lots of new families and several library cards made 
too!  

The Thomas F. Kilfoil Memorial Bequest will fund this fall’s Building Connections Book Club for 
Immigrants. The program starts September 21st, 2022, and will continue every Wednesday for 
ten weeks at Faxon from 6 pm-7.30 pm. There will be 12 students in this program.  
 
Children’s Book Buddies continued at Faxon. This program is held every Tuesday and Thursday 
at Faxon.   
 

Children’s Services & Programs 
Programs 

Oh, SNAP!, a program for students in Grades 1-4 in which fundamental physical principals such 
as current, polarity, contact and series vs. parallel were discussed and the Library’s SNAP Circuit 
Kits used, was held on the afternoon of August 2 offering opportunities to make a fan spin, an 
alarm buzz and much more.  

Children ages 5-7 joined dancers from Ballet Hartford for a fun, guided movement class. 
Newcomers to dance were welcome. Tutus and dance outfits were not required but 
encouraged. Ballet Hartford, Hartford's professional ballet company, is committed to artistic 
excellence through the classical and contemporary genres while honoring Hartford's unique 
role in the development of ballet in America. The company offers free programming during the 
year to our library patrons.  

https://www.ballethartford.com/


Our version of the Olympics ... the Chocolate Olympics! was held for children in grades 2-5 on 
August 9. Competitive events included sorting, stacking and relays to see who would take home 
the bronze, silver, and gold medals.   

Families had Ukulele Fun with Julie Stepanek at Bishops Corner in the morning and Noah 
Webster in the afternoon of August 17. She demonstrated the fundamentals of ukulele playing 
and children learned to tune, strum and read chords. After the short lesson they were able to 
play songs themselves.  

The Yo-Yo People visited the West Hartford Public Library to excite the audience with a high 
energy show featuring yo-yos and tricks. Blue Back Square courtyard, Webster Walk and Isham 
Road near the Cheesecake Factory were filled with families who exclaimed that the performers 
were fantastic and requested a repeat performance next summer.  

 

 

Teen Services 
Programs 

• 8 teens attended Maker Monday - Intro to TinkerCAD. They designed their own dream 
house or keychain and their projects were printed on the 3D printer after the program. 
It was the first class taught in Studio 20. 

• Seven teens attended Inkscape for Teens and created vinyl stickers 
• The Teen Department hosted a Paint Party Night with Pam's Picasso's. There was a full 

house (15 out of 15 registrants arrived) plus 1 wait-listed teen who was also allowed to 
participate. The students had a great time. 

• Monday and Wednesday night Dungeons & Dragons sessions were at full capacity. The 
new all female / nonbinary group also filled after a message was posted to the West 
Hartford Neighbors and Friends Facebook group. 

Updates 



• The second West Hartford Immigrant Teens (WHIT) meetup happened at Faxon Library 
on 8/23. There were approximately 12 students in attendance. For the September 
meetup, members will be voting on a logo, creating a mission statement, and planning 
their first project of the year.  Meetings will be held twice a month starting in 
September. 

• Kari Karp met with Dr. Tracey Wilson and 3 MYC members on 8/24 to talk about a new 
subcommittee project for 2022-2023: a historical walking tour of the Center focused on 
slavery (created by the Noah Webster House).  Tours will be conducted by high school 
students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


