
 

 
SUSTAINABLE WEST HARTFORD COMMMISSION 

October 23, 2023 
7:00 PM, Room 217, Town Hall  

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
1. Call to Order, Attendance 7:06 PM 

• Jim Fishman Y 
• Kimberly Hughes Y 
• Aditee Madkekar N 
• Christy Matthews Y 
• Ted Newton Y 
• Alejandro Paiuk Y 
• Bernard Pelletier Y 
• Stephen Sack Y 
• David Sagers Y 
• Rachael Virgin Y 
• Patricia Wilson Y 
• Town Staff: Catherine Diviney, Katherine Bruns 
• Students: Nathanial Goldschmidt (Hall) 
• Public: Christine Feely, Mike Cocca, Jenny Sagers, Rick Bush 

2. Introductions – each attendee introduced themselves  
3. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes – Approved (10-0). 
4. Old Business 

• EV Day Sept 24, cancelled – Bernie and Chris Feely posted a summary of “what 
would have been” on Sust WH Facebook with some educational links. Maybe 
Commission can consider an event in spring. In future, should think about rain 
plans – Steve suggested using space in Memorial Garage. 

• Youth Commission Reps, email sent to Hall/Conard – As follow up from 9/28 
meeting, Catherine sent invitation to advisors of Hall/Conard Environmental 
Clubs. Nathanial Hall in attendance, no one from Conard yet. Youth participation 
important on climate change and sustainability issues.   

5. Ongoing Business 
• Working Group (WG) Reports – Catherine indicated that some of these groups 

and work is carryover from previous Commissions. New Commission can 
add/revise as they wish in future. Christy mentioned interest in an Outreach WG. 

i. Energy – incl. PowerSmart – Bernie is WG lead. Steve, Catherine, and 
Mike Cocca are members. Believe Aditee is also interested. Bernie 
introduced PowerSmart (slides attached) as a local solar & storage 
adoption campaign that will be moving forward with in partnership with 
SmartPower, similar to Solarize WH in 2013. Energy Group will start up 



separate meetings. Rick mentioned an MDC sump pump program. 
ii. Waste - Rachael is WG lead. Katherine, Bernie, and Ted, Kim and others 

outside are members. The Town budget is being drafted earlier this year 
(Nov), and priority is taking the Waste Zero/DEEP grant PAYT pilot from 
pilot to permanent. Timing of the election is tricky, but they are working 
on: 

• A letter to Council 
• Talking to each Councilor directly  
• Researching and presenting viable financial models / options   
• Developing both environmental & financial FAQs 
• Presenting to the Council’s Public Works, Facilities & Sustainability 

Committee (PWF&S) on Dec 7 
Other items discussed:  

• Will likely decide on a better name for group, and a vision 
• Waste audit (going through trash bags) for DEEP pilot will take 

place soon.  
• Everyone invited to a WHPS lunch to see waste diversion in action.   
• Nathanial said Hall would like to move to permanent flatware. 

Kim will share lessons learned from Charter Oak and Nutrition 
Services contact.   

• Their next meeting is Monday, virtually,  
iii. Land Care - Kim is WG lead. Pat, Dave, Chris Feely and other outside 

organizations and people (e.g., WH Garden Club) are members. Their 
group is in full swing: 

• Vision and action plan 80% done – including municipality lead by 
example model – awareness of land care and land, policy 
Pollinator Friendly Town resolution, and pesticide restriction 
ordinance.  Would like to present for feedback. What is process for 
this – present to Commission? Town Council PWF&S Committee? 

• Actively working on garden projects at Wolcott Meadow and 
Garden Entrance 

• Organizing educational workshop series. 2 events this fall (in-
person @ Westmoor Park, Sun Nov 12 & virtual @ WH Library, 
TBD  

• Topic of electric lawn equipment was discussed (carryover from 
former Cons & Envt Commission). 

Throughout the WG Reports, there was discussion circling back to the autonomy of 
working groups – including comments and questions about formation, 
membership, priorities, and operational and reporting processes. This was also 
covered later in the agenda.  
• 1700/1800 Asylum Avenue – Chris Feely summarized her efforts to track project 

and the next opportunity for public comment at the next TPZ meeting, Nov 6. 
Discussion followed, including the ideas of setting up a working group or sending 



a letter to Council to express the Commission’s general viewpoint that 
sustainability needed to upfront in any decision-making or design. Catherine 
paraphrased a draft letter she, Bernie, and Dave had started. Motion by Steve: 
To send draft to Commission and take an email vote to approve or revisit at 
next meeting. Vote: Passed (10-0). Letter sent to Town Council on 11/2/23 
attached. 

• Website – Commission (Working Groups) page; Sustainability page – Catherine 
gave a brief update of a meeting with IT which indicated some flexibility on 
providing content and resources beyond governmental websites on a 
Sustainability website.  

• Commission Structure & Priorities  
i. Interim Officer Election thru Jan – Motion by Kim: To elect Bernie as 

Chair of Sustainable West Hartford Commission, through January 2024. 
Vote: Passed (10-0). 

ii. 2024 Meeting Schedule – Motion by Bernie: To approve 2024 meeting 
schedule – last Monday of Month, 7-9 PM. Vote: Passed (10-0). 

iii. Discussion – incl. discussion items from 9/18 minutes – Given some 
uncertainty around these topics. Dave and Ted volunteered to put 
together some ideas and facilitate a discussion. Since the Nov 27 meeting 
is a guest presentation by Capital Region COG on the Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant planning process, it was suggested to holding another 
meeting on Nov 13 dedicated to this. Motion by Bernie: To hold a special 
meeting of the Sustainable West Hartford Commission on Monday, 
November 13, 2023 7-9 PM. Vote: Passed (10-0). 

1. Effective mtgs & agendas  
2. Foundation values 
3. Working Group recruitment 

6. New Business 
• Invitation to participate in Foundation for WHPS – Fun Day Sat 4/27 – Motion by 

Bernie: For Commission to have an educational table and participate in WHPS 
Foundation’s annual FUN DAY Fundraiser.  Discussion. Vote: Passed (10-0). 

• Asked to consider Clean Water Action’s ReThink Disposable program – referred 
to Waste WG. 

• Sustainable CT – Catherine gave a summary that she is working internally with 
Directors and Department to assess Master Action List and get started on Gold 
certification for Aug 2024. Will also look for Commission input/recommendation 
on which actions Town might undertake. 

7. Announcements / Public Comment – incorporated into meeting 
8. Agenda for Next Meeting –  

• Nov 13 - Dave and Ted Newton to prepare for discussion on Commission 
Structure and Operation 

• Nov 27 - Rm 400, CRCOG presentation.  
9. Adjournment – 9:20 PM 

 



 
 
 
 Anyone requiring auxiliary aid or service for effective communication or 

modification of policies or procedures to participate in a meeting, service, program 
or activity of the Town of West Hartford, should contact Suzanne Oslander, ADA 

Coordinator, at suzanneo@westhartfordct.gov or (860) 561-7580, as soon as 
possible, preferably seven days beforehand. 

mailto:suzanneo@westhartfordct.gov


 

 

October 27, 2023 

Dear Mayor and Honorable Members of the Town Council, 

The development of 1700-1800 Asylum Ave (the former UConn property) is a once in a lifetime event for 
the Town of West Hartford.  

As members of the Town’s new Sustainable West Hartford Commission, we are writing to you to urge 
you to pay careful attention to this project. The site’s development and its buildings will be with us for 
the next century. Once it is built; it cannot be unbuilt. 

The Commission recognizes the benefits of this project. We also recognize that it will be a balancing act 
between the interests of many parties and many priorities. A good guiding document was the 
community visioning exercise that the Town undertook in 2018 with regard to this property with input 
from over 2,700 respondents. We ask you to revisit this short, 12-page document. For reference we 
have included the Vision Statement and Guiding Principles (pgs. 11-12) at the end of this letter. 

As we view this project from a general sustainability standpoint, there are other important Town-
adopted plans and policies that also apply: 

● Plan of Conservation of Development, 
● Resolution Declaring a Climate Crisis,  
● West Hartford Clean Energy Plan,  
● Complete Streets Policy,  
● IWWA & DRAC Review 

As the Town Council and TPZ engage on this exciting project these policies and plans must be brought to 
bear on the development. In that way, we will balance the needs of today and ensure a sustainable 
future. We are confident that the Town Council, as the Town’s elected leadership and decision-making 
body, is also stressing/representing the vision/interests of its citizens and policies to the developer.  

We share the concerns of our predecessor Commissions, the Conservation & Environment and the Clean 
Energy Commissions that the public hearing process is not accessible, timely, nor transparent enough to 
allow for upfront input on important sustainability and design issues such as:   

• Climate Resilience 
• Energy efficiency and energy resilience 
• Adoption and integration of renewable energy options 
• Storm water runoff in the face of increasingly severe weather events 
• Sustainable treatment of the land around the development 

We would like to request an opportunity for us, as a Town commission, to engage with the Developer on 
some of these general issues and provide feedback to the Council – as the Clean Energy Commission did 
with the Delamar Hotel in 2014.  

https://www.westhartfordct.gov/town-departments/planning-zoning/uconn-west-hartford-campus-community-visioning


   

 

Again, once it is built, it cannot be unbuilt. We want to do everything in our power to ensure that this 
development is something West Hartford can be proud of aesthetically, economically, and from the 
standpoint of sustainability. 

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

 

Bernard Pelletier 
Chair, Sustainable West Hartford Commission 

 

Cc:  Rick Ledwith, Town Manager  
Todd Dumais, Town Planner 
Leon Davidoff, Town Clerk 
Katherine Bruns 
Catherine Diviney 
James Fishman 
Kimberly Hughes 
Aditee Madkekar 
Christy Mathews 
Ted Newton 
Alejandro Paiuk 
Rachel Virgin 
Stephen Sack 
David Sagers 
Pat Wilson 
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