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MAYOR CANTOR: W will start with

the 6:30 public hearing. I'mcalling that to order.

This is an ordinance i nplenenting the recommendati ons

of the Gvilian Police Review Board. W'l
roll call. M. Davidoff?

MR. DAVI DOFF: Good eveni
Mayor. Counsel or Bl anks.

MS. BLANKS: Present.

| begin wth

ng, Madam

MR. DAVI DOFF: Mayor Cantor.

MAYOR CANTOR:  Here.
MR. DAVI DOFF:  Counsel or
MR, CORTES: Here.
MR. DAVI DOFF:  Counsel or
absent. Counselor MG nnis.
MG NNI'S: Here.
DAVI DOFF:  Counsel or
POLUN: Here.
DAVI DOFF:  Counsel or
WALTERS: Here.

233D DD

Wenogr ad.
VMR, VEENOGRAD: Here.
MR. DAVI DOFF:  Counsel or
MR ZYDANOW CZ: Here.
MAYOR CANTOR: Thank you,

Cort es.

Fay is

Pol un.

Wal t ers.

DAVI DOFF:  Deputy Mayor

Zydanow cz.

M.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Davi doff. We will begin with a presentation fromthe
town manager, M. Ledw th.

MR LEDWTH.  Thank you, Madam
Mayor. For the record, Rick Ledw th, town nmanager.
The purpose of this public hearing is to inplenent
changes recomended by the Civilian Police Review Board
to Section 5-132 of the Town Code of Ordinances.

By way of background, the Town of
West Hartford Civilian Police Review Board was
established by the town council back in February of
2021. The purpose of the Cvilian Police Review Board
Is to pronote public confidence in the professionalism
and accountability of the West Hartford Police
Depart ment through the unbi ased review and eval uati on
of the investigation reports involving conplaints
agai nst the sworn personnel and civilian enpl oyees at
the West Hartford Police Departnent.

| n accordance with this ordi nance,
the Civilian Police Review Board submts the annual
report of the Public Safety Commttee. The annual
report provides a summary of the disposition of all
conplaints reviewed by the the Board over a fi scal
year, as well as any policy recomendati ons.

The G vilian Police Review Board

presented its second annual record to the Public Safety
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Commttee on June 7th of 2023. The annual report
consi sts of three recommendations with respect to the
Cvilian Police Review Board processes, and two of
t hose recommendati ons being anendnents to this
or di nance.

Under the current ordinance the
Cvilian Police Review Board has the authority to
sustain or remand a conpl eted police departnent
I nvestigation. 1In the event that the Cvilian Police
Revi ew Board remands an investigation back to the
police chief, the Gvilian Police Review Board shal
make findings as to thoroughness, conpl eteness,
accuracy, and the objectivity of the investigation.

The Cvilian Police Review Board
felt that making findings on the basis of thoroughness
and conpl eteness were too simlar in nature and, as
such, wanted to replace the term"conpl eteness" wth
"outcone", neaning that the Gvilian Police Review
Board could find a conpleted investigation to be
t horough, accurate, and objective but still disagree
with the outcone of the investigation.

The ot her ordi nance anendnent deal s
with what nmay happen after the Gvilian Police Review
Board remands a case back to the police chief. To the

extent that the Cvilian Police Review Board renmands a
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conpl eted investigation to the police chief and the
police chief disagrees with its findings, the police
chief shall provide the Gvilian Police Review Board
the basis for that disagreenent.
That concl udes the ordi nance changes

set for your reviewtonight, Mayor, and town council,
and |''m happy to answer any questions that you have.
Madam Mayor ?

MAYOR CANTOR: Thank you, M.
Ledwi th. M ss Bl anks.

M SS BLANKS: Thank you, Madam
Mayor. Thank you, M. Ledwith. It seens |ike so |long
ago when we did this. However, first off, | do want to
send thanks and praise to the commttee, as well as to
t he chai rwoman, ©Melinda Mirales, and the rest of the
menbers of that commttee who do work very hard and
diligent and take their roles seriously in terns of
wor king wth the police chief.

W did discuss this in the
conm ttee, and the nenbers of the commttee were in
agreenent and felt this was appropriate and was
recommended to the council, so | whol eheartedly support
this, Madam Mayor, and would urge ny council nmenbers to
do the sane. And, again, all the praise to Chai rwonman

Moral es and her team
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MAYCOR CANTOR:  Thank you, M ss
Bl anks. Are there any questions or comments fromthe
conmm ssioners? | don't think we have anybody signed up
to speak. M. derk, have you had any -- received any
witten comrents?

MR. DAVI DOFF: No, Madam Mayor.

MAYOR CANTOR: |s there anybody in
t he audi ence that wants to speak? Any further comrents
before | close the public hearing? Al right. Very
good.

| just would like to echo M ss
Bl anks' comrents and thank the Cvilian Police Review
Board for their trenendous work, and | want to give a
shout out to our corporation counsel for hel ping us get
this up and going so quickly. W're the first in the
state to have a full CGvilian Police Review Board, so
t hank you very nuch.

This hearing is closed and we w ||
begin the other hearing in about 8 mnutes. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the hearing was

adjourned at 6:36 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, DEBRA A. CHASSE, Court Reporter and
Notary Public within and for the State of Connecticut,
duly comm ssioned and qualified, do hereby certify that
the foregoing 7 pages are a conplete and accurate
conput er-ai ded transcription of ny original verbatim
notes taken of the Public Hearing held before the West
Hartford Town Council .

| N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed ny notarial seal this 8th day of
February, 2024.

I —

Debra A. Chasse, CSR
Notary Public
State of Connecti cut

My Commi ssion Expires:
June 30, 2026
CSR No. 00055
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 01                   MAYOR CANTOR:  We will start with

 02  the 6:30 public hearing.  I'm calling that to order.

 03  This is an ordinance implementing the recommendations

 04  of the Civilian Police Review Board.  We'll begin with

 05  roll call.  Mr. Davidoff?

 06                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Good evening, Madam

 07  Mayor.  Counselor Blanks.

 08                   MS. BLANKS:  Present.

 09                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mayor Cantor.

 10                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Here.

 11                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Cortes.

 12                   MR. CORTES:  Here.

 13                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Fay is

 14  absent.  Counselor McGinnis.

 15                   MS. McGINNIS:  Here.

 16                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Polun.

 17                   MS. POLUN:  Here.

 18                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Walters.

 19                   MR. WALTERS:  Here.

 20                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Deputy Mayor

 21  Wenograd.

 22                   MR. WENOGRAD:  Here.

 23                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Zydanowicz.

 24                   MR. ZYDANOWICZ:  Here.

 25                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.
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 01  Davidoff.  We will begin with a presentation from the

 02  town manager, Mr. Ledwith.

 03                   MR. LEDWITH:  Thank you, Madam

 04  Mayor.  For the record, Rick Ledwith, town manager.

 05  The purpose of this public hearing is to implement

 06  changes recommended by the Civilian Police Review Board

 07  to Section 5-132 of the Town Code of Ordinances.

 08                   By way of background, the Town of

 09  West Hartford Civilian Police Review Board was

 10  established by the town council back in February of

 11  2021.  The purpose of the Civilian Police Review Board

 12  is to promote public confidence in the professionalism

 13  and accountability of the West Hartford Police

 14  Department through the unbiased review and evaluation

 15  of the investigation reports involving complaints

 16  against the sworn personnel and civilian employees at

 17  the West Hartford Police Department.

 18                   In accordance with this ordinance,

 19  the Civilian Police Review Board submits the annual

 20  report of the Public Safety Committee.  The annual

 21  report provides a summary of the disposition of all

 22  complaints reviewed by the the Board over a fiscal

 23  year, as well as any policy recommendations.

 24                   The Civilian Police Review Board

 25  presented its second annual record to the Public Safety

�0005

 01  Committee on June 7th of 2023.  The annual report

 02  consists of three recommendations with respect to the

 03  Civilian Police Review Board processes, and two of

 04  those recommendations being amendments to this

 05  ordinance.

 06                   Under the current ordinance the

 07  Civilian Police Review Board has the authority to

 08  sustain or remand a completed police department

 09  investigation.  In the event that the Civilian Police

 10  Review Board remands an investigation back to the

 11  police chief, the Civilian Police Review Board shall

 12  make findings as to thoroughness, completeness,

 13  accuracy, and the objectivity of the investigation.

 14                   The Civilian Police Review Board

 15  felt that making findings on the basis of thoroughness

 16  and completeness were too similar in nature and, as

 17  such, wanted to replace the term "completeness" with

 18  "outcome", meaning that the Civilian Police Review

 19  Board could find a completed investigation to be

 20  thorough, accurate, and objective but still disagree

 21  with the outcome of the investigation.

 22                   The other ordinance amendment deals

 23  with what may happen after the Civilian Police Review

 24  Board remands a case back to the police chief.  To the

 25  extent that the Civilian Police Review Board remands a

�0006

 01  completed investigation to the police chief and the

 02  police chief disagrees with its findings, the police

 03  chief shall provide the Civilian Police Review Board

 04  the basis for that disagreement.

 05                 That concludes the ordinance changes

 06  set for your review tonight, Mayor, and town council,

 07  and I'm happy to answer any questions that you have.

 08  Madam Mayor?

 09                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.

 10  Ledwith.  Miss Blanks.

 11                   MISS BLANKS:  Thank you, Madam

 12  Mayor.  Thank you, Mr. Ledwith.  It seems like so long

 13  ago when we did this.  However, first off, I do want to

 14  send thanks and praise to the committee, as well as to

 15  the chairwoman, Melinda Morales, and the rest of the

 16  members of that committee who do work very hard and

 17  diligent and take their roles seriously in terms of

 18  working with the police chief.

 19                   We did discuss this in the

 20  committee, and the members of the committee were in

 21  agreement and felt this was appropriate and was

 22  recommended to the council, so I wholeheartedly support

 23  this, Madam Mayor, and would urge my council members to

 24  do the same.  And, again, all the praise to Chairwoman

 25  Morales and her team.
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 01                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Miss

 02  Blanks.  Are there any questions or comments from the

 03  commissioners?  I don't think we have anybody signed up

 04  to speak.  Mr. Clerk, have you had any -- received any

 05  written comments?

 06                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  No, Madam Mayor.

 07                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Is there anybody in

 08  the audience that wants to speak?  Any further comments

 09  before I close the public hearing?  All right.  Very

 10  good.

 11                   I just would like to echo Miss

 12  Blanks' comments and thank the Civilian Police Review

 13  Board for their tremendous work, and I want to give a

 14  shout out to our corporation counsel for helping us get

 15  this up and going so quickly.  We're the first in the

 16  state to have a full Civilian Police Review Board, so

 17  thank you very much.

 18                   This hearing is closed and we will

 19  begin the other hearing in about 8 minutes.  Thank you.

 20                   (Whereupon, the hearing was

 21  adjourned at 6:36 p.m.)
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          1                    MAYOR CANTOR:  We will start with



          2   the 6:30 public hearing.  I'm calling that to order.



          3   This is an ordinance implementing the recommendations



          4   of the Civilian Police Review Board.  We'll begin with



          5   roll call.  Mr. Davidoff?



          6                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Good evening, Madam



          7   Mayor.  Counselor Blanks.



          8                    MS. BLANKS:  Present.



          9                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mayor Cantor.



         10                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Here.



         11                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Cortes.



         12                    MR. CORTES:  Here.



         13                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Fay is



         14   absent.  Counselor McGinnis.



         15                    MS. McGINNIS:  Here.



         16                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Polun.



         17                    MS. POLUN:  Here.



         18                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Walters.



         19                    MR. WALTERS:  Here.



         20                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Deputy Mayor



         21   Wenograd.



         22                    MR. WENOGRAD:  Here.



         23                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Counselor Zydanowicz.



         24                    MR. ZYDANOWICZ:  Here.



         25                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.
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          1   Davidoff.  We will begin with a presentation from the



          2   town manager, Mr. Ledwith.



          3                    MR. LEDWITH:  Thank you, Madam



          4   Mayor.  For the record, Rick Ledwith, town manager.



          5   The purpose of this public hearing is to implement



          6   changes recommended by the Civilian Police Review Board



          7   to Section 5-132 of the Town Code of Ordinances.



          8                    By way of background, the Town of



          9   West Hartford Civilian Police Review Board was



         10   established by the town council back in February of



         11   2021.  The purpose of the Civilian Police Review Board



         12   is to promote public confidence in the professionalism



         13   and accountability of the West Hartford Police



         14   Department through the unbiased review and evaluation



         15   of the investigation reports involving complaints



         16   against the sworn personnel and civilian employees at



         17   the West Hartford Police Department.



         18                    In accordance with this ordinance,



         19   the Civilian Police Review Board submits the annual



         20   report of the Public Safety Committee.  The annual



         21   report provides a summary of the disposition of all



         22   complaints reviewed by the the Board over a fiscal



         23   year, as well as any policy recommendations.



         24                    The Civilian Police Review Board



         25   presented its second annual record to the Public Safety

�



                                                                5





          1   Committee on June 7th of 2023.  The annual report



          2   consists of three recommendations with respect to the



          3   Civilian Police Review Board processes, and two of



          4   those recommendations being amendments to this



          5   ordinance.



          6                    Under the current ordinance the



          7   Civilian Police Review Board has the authority to



          8   sustain or remand a completed police department



          9   investigation.  In the event that the Civilian Police



         10   Review Board remands an investigation back to the



         11   police chief, the Civilian Police Review Board shall



         12   make findings as to thoroughness, completeness,



         13   accuracy, and the objectivity of the investigation.



         14                    The Civilian Police Review Board



         15   felt that making findings on the basis of thoroughness



         16   and completeness were too similar in nature and, as



         17   such, wanted to replace the term "completeness" with



         18   "outcome", meaning that the Civilian Police Review



         19   Board could find a completed investigation to be



         20   thorough, accurate, and objective but still disagree



         21   with the outcome of the investigation.



         22                    The other ordinance amendment deals



         23   with what may happen after the Civilian Police Review



         24   Board remands a case back to the police chief.  To the



         25   extent that the Civilian Police Review Board remands a
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          1   completed investigation to the police chief and the



          2   police chief disagrees with its findings, the police



          3   chief shall provide the Civilian Police Review Board



          4   the basis for that disagreement.



          5                  That concludes the ordinance changes



          6   set for your review tonight, Mayor, and town council,



          7   and I'm happy to answer any questions that you have.



          8   Madam Mayor?



          9                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.



         10   Ledwith.  Miss Blanks.



         11                    MISS BLANKS:  Thank you, Madam



         12   Mayor.  Thank you, Mr. Ledwith.  It seems like so long



         13   ago when we did this.  However, first off, I do want to



         14   send thanks and praise to the committee, as well as to



         15   the chairwoman, Melinda Morales, and the rest of the



         16   members of that committee who do work very hard and



         17   diligent and take their roles seriously in terms of



         18   working with the police chief.



         19                    We did discuss this in the



         20   committee, and the members of the committee were in



         21   agreement and felt this was appropriate and was



         22   recommended to the council, so I wholeheartedly support



         23   this, Madam Mayor, and would urge my council members to



         24   do the same.  And, again, all the praise to Chairwoman



         25   Morales and her team.
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          1                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Miss



          2   Blanks.  Are there any questions or comments from the



          3   commissioners?  I don't think we have anybody signed up



          4   to speak.  Mr. Clerk, have you had any -- received any



          5   written comments?



          6                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  No, Madam Mayor.



          7                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Is there anybody in



          8   the audience that wants to speak?  Any further comments



          9   before I close the public hearing?  All right.  Very



         10   good.



         11                    I just would like to echo Miss



         12   Blanks' comments and thank the Civilian Police Review



         13   Board for their tremendous work, and I want to give a



         14   shout out to our corporation counsel for helping us get



         15   this up and going so quickly.  We're the first in the



         16   state to have a full Civilian Police Review Board, so



         17   thank you very much.



         18                    This hearing is closed and we will



         19   begin the other hearing in about 8 minutes.  Thank you.



         20                    (Whereupon, the hearing was



         21   adjourned at 6:36 p.m.)
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          4                I, DEBRA A. CHASSE, Court Reporter and

              Notary Public within and for the State of Connecticut,

          5   duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify that

              the foregoing 7 pages are a complete and accurate

          6   computer-aided transcription of my original verbatim

              notes taken of the Public Hearing held before the West

          7   Hartford Town Council.
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          9                IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

              hand and affixed my notarial seal this 8th day of

         10   February, 2024.



         11

                                                _____________________

         12                                     Debra A. Chasse, CSR

                                                Notary Public

         13                                     State of Connecticut
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              My Commission Expires:

         15   June 30, 2026
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