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MAYOR CANTOR: We will begin the

hearing for O di nance Arendi ng Certain Requirenents for

Accessory Dwelling Units. Role call, M. Davidoff.

MR. DAVI DOFF: Thank you, Madam
Mayor. Council or Bl anks.

M5. BLANKS: Present.

MR. DAVI DOFF:  Mayor Cantor.

MAYOR CANTOR: Here.

VR. DAVI DOFF:  Council or Cortes.

MR, CORTES: Here.

MR. DAVI DOFF:  Counci l or Fay.

MS. FAY: Present.

MR. DAVI DOFF:  Council or M@ nni s.
Counci | or Pol un.

M5. POLUN: Here.

MR DAVI DOFF:. Deputy Mayor Sweeney.

MR. SWEENEY: Here.

MR. DAVI DOFF:  Counci | or Wenogr ad.

Counci | or Zydanow cz.

Si x councilors present.

MAYOR CANTOR:

Thank you, M.

Davidoff. | will turn it over to the town manager, M.
Ledwi t h.

MR LEDWTH | will turn it over to
Todd Dunmis to speak to this ordi nance.

MR. DUVAI'S: Thank you, M. Ledw th.
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Madam Mayor, nenbers of the council, Todd Dunais, town
pl anner, for the record.

Agai n, anot her ordi nance correcting
our current ordinance to nmake sure we're consi stent
wWth the state statute. |In this instance the state
adopted a provision requiring nunicipalities, unless
they opted out, to adopt accessory dwelling unit
| anguage, nore or | ess based on the nodel that the
council adopted about a year before the state. CQur
| ocal ordi nance was used, in large part, to develop the
state standard. As you can imgine, Wst Hartford does
not represent everywhere in the state, so the state, as
t hey adopted that |anguage, did nake sone
nodi fications, and we're here tonight just to correct
t he i nconsi stenci es between the two.

And it's really around three or four
standards, the first of which our |ocal ordinance set a
maxi mum squar e footage of an accessory dwelling unit at
800 square feet. The state standard is 1,000, so we
have to allow | arger accessory dwelling units. The
next two standards were based upon provisions where we
could not inpose or require a nore restrictive setbacks
or coverage standards than the underlying zone that
applied to the main house required, so the two changes

there were, one, stating that we can require nore
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excessive coverage or nore excessive side yard or front
yard or rear yard setback requirenent.

And the | ast change of note was we
had a provision that allowed or required exterior
access to the dwelling units, and this is al so not
allowed unless it's otherwise required by state, fire,
or building code. So we elimnated that provision and,
Wi th those, we are in alignnent in consistency with the
state statute.

The council was forward thinking and
adopted this ordinance in 2021 in January. W've had
seven accessory dwelling units approved since that
time. O those seven, | went back and | ooked. One of
them coul d have utilized the provisions that this
ordi nance has been in place. That was really
pertaining to exterior door and access to the unit.

The rest of them may have taken advantage of it, if
they wanted to build a |l arger accessory dwelling unit.
| don't know. W only had one unit approach the 800
square foot maxi num

It's a fairly strai ghtforward
application. |'m happy to answer any questions that
council nenbers nmay have.

MAYOR CANTOR: Thank you, M.

Dumais. | just want to take a nonent to thank you for
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your work on all of these conponents and these
hearings. | appreciate your work, and you did a
wonderful job with our accessory dwelling. And, again,
| want to give a shout out to Counsel or Wenograd who
was really instrunental in bringing us across the
finish line and nmaking us be a | eader for the state in
this.

So do we have any public comments?
And, M. Cerk, have we received any witten comments
on this?

MR. DAVI DOFF: Madam Mayor, no
witten comments.

MAYOR CANTOR: There i s no one

signed up to speak. |Is there anyone who would like to
speak to this public hearing? Then we wll go to
gquestions fromthe council. Any coments? M ss Fay.

M5. FAY: Thank you, Mayor. The way
| understood the parking situation amendnent that you
want to make to the resolution that is the state
mandate. Do | have that part right? That the state is
maki ng us do that, once we opt out, through a | aborious
process |like nore hearings, etc.? Ckay. |Is this one,
as well, or are we just |ooking to be nore consi stent
wth what the state's guidelines were, or is the state

mandati ng that we do these changes? Thank you.
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MAYOR CANTOR M. Durmais or M.
Dodge.

MR. DODGE: Under the state statute
whi ch, again, was all part of the sane public act that
establ i shed both of those standards, there was an opt
out provision included. |t would have been the sane
process. Noticing, having a public hearing, stating
the reasons on the record for why we were opting out of
it.

M5. FAY: Thank you. Just a quick
followp. Wth the max changing from 800 to 1, 000,
it's the greater of 30 percent or these. |Is that
right? Wasn't it 30 percent of the houses would be an
ADU up to 8007?

MR. DUVAIS: That's correct.

o

FAY: It's still 30 percent,
t hough; right?

MR. DUMVAI'S:  Yes.

M5. FAY: Ckay. Thank you so nuch.

MAYOR CANTOR:  Anything el se? Okay.
Vell, | want to read into the record a letter dated
June 9, 2023, from Town Pl anni ng & Zoni ng Conm ssi on
recomrendi ng approval; letter dated June 12, 2023 from
Capitol Region Council for Governnents finding no

apparent conflict wth regional plans, policies, or
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concerns of neighboring towns. One nore check.

right. Again, thank you very nuch, M. Dunais.

that, we are adjourned for this public hearing.
(Wher eupon, the hearing was

adjourned at 7:21 p.m)

Al
Wth
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 01                   MAYOR CANTOR:  We will begin the

 02  hearing for Ordinance Amending Certain Requirements for

 03  Accessory Dwelling Units.  Role call, Mr. Davidoff.

 04                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Thank you, Madam

 05  Mayor.  Councilor Blanks.

 06                   MS. BLANKS:  Present.

 07                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mayor Cantor.

 08                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Here.

 09                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Cortes.

 10                   MR. CORTES:  Here.

 11                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Fay.

 12                   MS. FAY:  Present.

 13                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor McGinnis.

 14  Councilor Polun.

 15                   MS. POLUN:  Here.

 16                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Deputy Mayor Sweeney.

 17                   MR. SWEENEY:  Here.

 18                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Wenograd.

 19  Councilor Zydanowicz.  Six councilors present.

 20                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.

 21  Davidoff.  I will turn it over to the town manager, Mr.

 22  Ledwith.

 23                   MR. LEDWITH:  I will turn it over to

 24  Todd Dumais to speak to this ordinance.

 25                   MR. DUMAIS:  Thank you, Mr. Ledwith.

�0004

 01  Madam Mayor, members of the council, Todd Dumais, town

 02  planner, for the record.

 03                   Again, another ordinance correcting

 04  our current ordinance to make sure we're consistent

 05  with the state statute.  In this instance the state

 06  adopted a provision requiring municipalities, unless

 07  they opted out, to adopt accessory dwelling unit

 08  language, more or less based on the model that the

 09  council adopted about a year before the state.  Our

 10  local ordinance was used, in large part, to develop the

 11  state standard.  As you can imagine, West Hartford does

 12  not represent everywhere in the state, so the state, as

 13  they adopted that language, did make some

 14  modifications, and we're here tonight just to correct

 15  the inconsistencies between the two.

 16                   And it's really around three or four

 17  standards, the first of which our local ordinance set a

 18  maximum square footage of an accessory dwelling unit at

 19  800 square feet.  The state standard is 1,000, so we

 20  have to allow larger accessory dwelling units.  The

 21  next two standards were based upon provisions where we

 22  could not impose or require a more restrictive setbacks

 23  or coverage standards than the underlying zone that

 24  applied to the main house required, so the two changes

 25  there were, one, stating that we can require more

�0005

 01  excessive coverage or more excessive side yard or front

 02  yard or rear yard setback requirement.

 03                   And the last change of note was we

 04  had a provision that allowed or required exterior

 05  access to the dwelling units, and this is also not

 06  allowed unless it's otherwise required by state, fire,

 07  or building code.  So we eliminated that provision and,

 08  with those, we are in alignment in consistency with the

 09  state statute.

 10                   The council was forward thinking and

 11  adopted this ordinance in 2021 in January.  We've had

 12  seven accessory dwelling units approved since that

 13  time.  Of those seven, I went back and looked.  One of

 14  them could have utilized the provisions that this

 15  ordinance has been in place.  That was really

 16  pertaining to exterior door and access to the unit.

 17  The rest of them may have taken advantage of it, if

 18  they wanted to build a larger accessory dwelling unit.

 19  I don't know.  We only had one unit approach the 800

 20  square foot maximum.

 21                   It's a fairly straightforward

 22  application.  I'm happy to answer any questions that

 23  council members may have.

 24                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.

 25  Dumais.  I just want to take a moment to thank you for

�0006

 01  your work on all of these components and these

 02  hearings.  I appreciate your work, and you did a

 03  wonderful job with our accessory dwelling.  And, again,

 04  I want to give a shout out to Counselor Wenograd who

 05  was really instrumental in bringing us across the

 06  finish line and making us be a leader for the state in

 07  this.

 08                   So do we have any public comments?

 09  And, Mr. Clerk, have we received any written comments

 10  on this?

 11                   MR. DAVIDOFF:  Madam Mayor, no

 12  written comments.

 13                   MAYOR CANTOR:  There is no one

 14  signed up to speak.  Is there anyone who would like to

 15  speak to this public hearing?  Then we will go to

 16  questions from the council.  Any comments?  Miss Fay.

 17                   MS. FAY:  Thank you, Mayor.  The way

 18  I understood the parking situation amendment that you

 19  want to make to the resolution that is the state

 20  mandate.  Do I have that part right?  That the state is

 21  making us do that, once we opt out, through a laborious

 22  process like more hearings, etc.?  Okay.  Is this one,

 23  as well, or are we just looking to be more consistent

 24  with what the state's guidelines were, or is the state

 25  mandating that we do these changes?  Thank you.
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 01                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Mr. Dumais or Mr.

 02  Dodge.

 03                   MR. DODGE:  Under the state statute

 04  which, again, was all part of the same public act that

 05  established both of those standards, there was an opt

 06  out provision included.  It would have been the same

 07  process.  Noticing, having a public hearing, stating

 08  the reasons on the record for why we were opting out of

 09  it.

 10                   MS. FAY:  Thank you.  Just a quick

 11  followup.  With the max changing from 800 to 1,000,

 12  it's the greater of 30 percent or these.  Is that

 13  right?  Wasn't it 30 percent of the houses would be an

 14  ADU up to 800?

 15                   MR. DUMAIS:  That's correct.

 16                   MS. FAY:  It's still 30 percent,

 17  though; right?

 18                   MR. DUMAIS:  Yes.

 19                   MS. FAY:  Okay.  Thank you so much.

 20                   MAYOR CANTOR:  Anything else?  Okay.

 21  Well, I want to read into the record a letter dated

 22  June 9, 2023, from Town Planning & Zoning Commission

 23  recommending approval; letter dated June 12, 2023 from

 24  Capitol Region Council for Governments finding no

 25  apparent conflict with regional plans, policies, or
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 01  concerns of neighboring towns.  One more check.  All

 02  right.  Again, thank you very much, Mr. Dumais.  With

 03  that, we are adjourned for this public hearing.

 04                   (Whereupon, the hearing was

 05  adjourned at 7:21 p.m.)
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 04               I, DEBRA A. CHASSE, Court Reporter and

     Notary Public within and for the State of Connecticut,
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     the foregoing 8 pages are a complete and accurate

 06  computer-aided transcription of my original verbatim

     notes taken of the Public Hearing held before the West

 07  Hartford Town Council.

 08  
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     hand and affixed my notarial seal this 28th day of June,
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          1                    MAYOR CANTOR:  We will begin the



          2   hearing for Ordinance Amending Certain Requirements for



          3   Accessory Dwelling Units.  Role call, Mr. Davidoff.



          4                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Thank you, Madam



          5   Mayor.  Councilor Blanks.



          6                    MS. BLANKS:  Present.



          7                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mayor Cantor.



          8                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Here.



          9                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Cortes.



         10                    MR. CORTES:  Here.



         11                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Fay.



         12                    MS. FAY:  Present.



         13                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor McGinnis.



         14   Councilor Polun.



         15                    MS. POLUN:  Here.



         16                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Deputy Mayor Sweeney.



         17                    MR. SWEENEY:  Here.



         18                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Wenograd.



         19   Councilor Zydanowicz.  Six councilors present.



         20                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.



         21   Davidoff.  I will turn it over to the town manager, Mr.



         22   Ledwith.



         23                    MR. LEDWITH:  I will turn it over to



         24   Todd Dumais to speak to this ordinance.



         25                    MR. DUMAIS:  Thank you, Mr. Ledwith.
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          1   Madam Mayor, members of the council, Todd Dumais, town



          2   planner, for the record.



          3                    Again, another ordinance correcting



          4   our current ordinance to make sure we're consistent



          5   with the state statute.  In this instance the state



          6   adopted a provision requiring municipalities, unless



          7   they opted out, to adopt accessory dwelling unit



          8   language, more or less based on the model that the



          9   council adopted about a year before the state.  Our



         10   local ordinance was used, in large part, to develop the



         11   state standard.  As you can imagine, West Hartford does



         12   not represent everywhere in the state, so the state, as



         13   they adopted that language, did make some



         14   modifications, and we're here tonight just to correct



         15   the inconsistencies between the two.



         16                    And it's really around three or four



         17   standards, the first of which our local ordinance set a



         18   maximum square footage of an accessory dwelling unit at



         19   800 square feet.  The state standard is 1,000, so we



         20   have to allow larger accessory dwelling units.  The



         21   next two standards were based upon provisions where we



         22   could not impose or require a more restrictive setbacks



         23   or coverage standards than the underlying zone that



         24   applied to the main house required, so the two changes



         25   there were, one, stating that we can require more
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          1   excessive coverage or more excessive side yard or front



          2   yard or rear yard setback requirement.



          3                    And the last change of note was we



          4   had a provision that allowed or required exterior



          5   access to the dwelling units, and this is also not



          6   allowed unless it's otherwise required by state, fire,



          7   or building code.  So we eliminated that provision and,



          8   with those, we are in alignment in consistency with the



          9   state statute.



         10                    The council was forward thinking and



         11   adopted this ordinance in 2021 in January.  We've had



         12   seven accessory dwelling units approved since that



         13   time.  Of those seven, I went back and looked.  One of



         14   them could have utilized the provisions that this



         15   ordinance has been in place.  That was really



         16   pertaining to exterior door and access to the unit.



         17   The rest of them may have taken advantage of it, if



         18   they wanted to build a larger accessory dwelling unit.



         19   I don't know.  We only had one unit approach the 800



         20   square foot maximum.



         21                    It's a fairly straightforward



         22   application.  I'm happy to answer any questions that



         23   council members may have.



         24                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.



         25   Dumais.  I just want to take a moment to thank you for
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          1   your work on all of these components and these



          2   hearings.  I appreciate your work, and you did a



          3   wonderful job with our accessory dwelling.  And, again,



          4   I want to give a shout out to Counselor Wenograd who



          5   was really instrumental in bringing us across the



          6   finish line and making us be a leader for the state in



          7   this.



          8                    So do we have any public comments?



          9   And, Mr. Clerk, have we received any written comments



         10   on this?



         11                    MR. DAVIDOFF:  Madam Mayor, no



         12   written comments.



         13                    MAYOR CANTOR:  There is no one



         14   signed up to speak.  Is there anyone who would like to



         15   speak to this public hearing?  Then we will go to



         16   questions from the council.  Any comments?  Miss Fay.



         17                    MS. FAY:  Thank you, Mayor.  The way



         18   I understood the parking situation amendment that you



         19   want to make to the resolution that is the state



         20   mandate.  Do I have that part right?  That the state is



         21   making us do that, once we opt out, through a laborious



         22   process like more hearings, etc.?  Okay.  Is this one,



         23   as well, or are we just looking to be more consistent



         24   with what the state's guidelines were, or is the state



         25   mandating that we do these changes?  Thank you.

�



                                                                7





          1                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Mr. Dumais or Mr.



          2   Dodge.



          3                    MR. DODGE:  Under the state statute



          4   which, again, was all part of the same public act that



          5   established both of those standards, there was an opt



          6   out provision included.  It would have been the same



          7   process.  Noticing, having a public hearing, stating



          8   the reasons on the record for why we were opting out of



          9   it.



         10                    MS. FAY:  Thank you.  Just a quick



         11   followup.  With the max changing from 800 to 1,000,



         12   it's the greater of 30 percent or these.  Is that



         13   right?  Wasn't it 30 percent of the houses would be an



         14   ADU up to 800?



         15                    MR. DUMAIS:  That's correct.



         16                    MS. FAY:  It's still 30 percent,



         17   though; right?



         18                    MR. DUMAIS:  Yes.



         19                    MS. FAY:  Okay.  Thank you so much.



         20                    MAYOR CANTOR:  Anything else?  Okay.



         21   Well, I want to read into the record a letter dated



         22   June 9, 2023, from Town Planning & Zoning Commission



         23   recommending approval; letter dated June 12, 2023 from



         24   Capitol Region Council for Governments finding no



         25   apparent conflict with regional plans, policies, or
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          1   concerns of neighboring towns.  One more check.  All



          2   right.  Again, thank you very much, Mr. Dumais.  With



          3   that, we are adjourned for this public hearing.



          4                    (Whereupon, the hearing was



          5   adjourned at 7:21 p.m.)
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          4                I, DEBRA A. CHASSE, Court Reporter and

              Notary Public within and for the State of Connecticut,

          5   duly commissioned and qualified, do hereby certify that

              the foregoing 8 pages are a complete and accurate

          6   computer-aided transcription of my original verbatim

              notes taken of the Public Hearing held before the West

          7   Hartford Town Council.
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          9                IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

              hand and affixed my notarial seal this 28th day of June,
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