10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CERTIFIED COPY

Re:

TOMN OF WEST HARTFORD
TOMN COUNCI L PUBLI C HEARI NG

May 28, 2024, 7:01 p.m,
Legi sl ati ve Chanbers

ORDI NANCE CONCERNI NG ZONI NG REGULATI ONS FOR
CANNABI S ESTABLI SHVENTS

Reporter: Lisa L. Warner, CSR #061




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Appear ances:

Counci | Menbers:
MAYOR SHARI CANTOR
DEPUTY MAYOR BEN WENOGRAD
CAROL BLANKS
MARY FAY
TI FFANI MCA NNI S
DEBRA POLUN
BARRY WALTERS
MARK ZYDANOW CZ
Al t er nat e:
ZONI NG ALTERNATE BURKE DCQAR
(For Councilor Cortes)

Town Manager:
RI CK LEDW TH

Cor por ati on Counsel :
DALLAS DODGE, ESQ

Town C erk/ Council d erk:
LEON DAVI DOFF




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Commenced at 7:01 p.m)

PRESI DENT CANTOR: All right. Good
eveni ng everybody on this beautiful pre-sumer,
but it feels like we're really warm ng up. This
Is a public hearing on an ordi nance concerni ng
zoni ng regul ati ons for cannabis establishnents.

We'll begin with roll call, M.

Davi dof f .

MR. DAVI DOFF: Good eveni ng, Madam
Mayor .

Counci | or Bl anks.

COUNCI LOR BLANKS: Present.

MR. DAVI DOFF. Mayor Cantor.

PRESI DENT CANTOR:  Here.

MR. DAVI DOFF: Councilor Cortes is
absent .

Counci | or Fay.

COUNCI LOR FAY: Here.

MR. DAVI DOFF:  Council or MG nni s.
COUNCI LOR MCA NNI' S: Present.

MR. DAVI DOFF:  Counci | or Pol un.
COUNCI LOR POLUN:  Here.

MR. DAVI DOFF: Council or Walters.
COUNCI LOR WALTERS: Here.

MR DAVI DOFF: Deputy Mayor Wenogr ad.
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DEPUTY NMAYOR VENOGRAD: Here.

MR DAVI DOFF: Counci |l or Zydanow cz.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ:  Here.

MR. DAVI DOFF: M. Doar for Councilor
Cortes.

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR:  Here.

PRESI DENT CANTOR: Thank you, M.
Davi dof f .

And thank you, M. Doar, for filling in
for M. Cortes.

W will begin with a presentation by
staff, M. Ledwth.

MR. LEDW TH. Thank you, Madam Mayor.
For the record, Rick Ledwith, town manager. The
pur pose of tonight's public hearing is to anend
t he ordi nance concerning zoning regul ations for
cannabi s establishnents.

In ternms of background, on June 22,
2021, Governor Lanont signed into | aw Public Act
Nunmber 21-1, An act concerning responsi bl e and
equi tabl e regulation of adult use cannabi s,
commonly referred to as RERACA. At that tine, the
Town Council directed the Town Manager and town
staff to study and nake recommendati ons regardi ng

the safe and responsi bl e use and sal e of cannabi s
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I n West Hartford.

Under RERACA we essentially had three
options to consider as a result of that new act:
We could do nothing. And if we took no action,

t hen a cannabi s establishnent that | ooked to open
a retail store in town shall be zoned as if any
other simlar use other than a cannabis

est abl i shnent; nunber two, we could prohibit
siting of cannabis establishnents; or three, we
coul d establish an ordi nance that regul ates the
cul tivation, production and sale of cannabis
products in a manner that prioritizes public
health and safety while creating | ocal conditions
for the devel opnment of a new business in this
energi ng i ndustry.

On May 24, 2022, the Town Council voted
to establish an ordi nance that provided tenporary
zoni ng regul ations all owi ng cannabi s
establishnments that are scheduled to expire on
June 30th of 2024. Since then, we have had al nost
two years of experience with the current
ordi nance, and in this tinme we have had two retail
establ i shnents open. The first, Budr, opened | ast
July of 2023, and the second, Sweetspot, opened

earlier this year. Both have been wel cone nenbers
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of our small business conmmunity.

As we are getting closer to the June
30, 2024 deadline, we've had the opportunity to
review our current ordinance with the Community
Pl anni ng and Econom ¢ Devel opnent Committee and
have suggested four changes for the Council to
consi der this evening.

This first would expand the nunber of
retail establishnments in town froma maxi num of
two retail establishnments to a maxi mum of three
retail establishnents.

The second change woul d create a 5, 000
foot buffer between the current retail
establishnments and a third retail establishnment,
ensuring that we would not have a cluster of three
retail establishnents within close proximty.

The third change would be to restrict
cannabi s establishnments to the BN, BS and BG
zones, which are traditional conmmercial zoning
districts, excluding the BC zone, which is our
West Hartford Center, El mmod Center; our CBDH
zone, which is Blue Back Square; and then BND
zone, which is the eastern nost part of Farm ngton
Avenue. As part of this ordi nance, we have

attached our schedule of permtted uses to the
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ordi nance which would include, as | said, the BN,
BS and BG zones only.

The fourth change woul d defi ne how we
measure the 500-foot buffer presently required
bet ween a school, nunicipal park or recreational
facility or library and a cannabi s establishnent
to mrror the definition we use between |iquor
establishnents in these sane areas. The
definition would be, "beginning at the center of
the main entrance to the portion of the building
where said cannabis is proposed to be sold, thence
to the center of the address street by the
shortest distance without intersecting a
structure, thence along the center line of said
street or streets to the address street of any of
t he above-cited uses, and thence to a point
opposite the nearest portion of a | ot used for any
of the above-cited uses on the address street
t hereof, thence to the nearest portion of the
lot." | know that was quite a bit. But that does
mrror our liquor ordinance in terns of a buffer
fromthose sane proposed -- or parks, et cetera.

Finally, our Town Planner presented the
ordi nance change to our Town Pl an and Zoni ng
Commi ssion on May 6th where the TPZ acted by
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unani nous vote 5-0 recommendi ng approval of the
ordi nance and finding no inconsistencies wth the
Pl an of Conservation and Devel opnent.

In addition, the Capitol Region Council
of Governnents reviewed the ordi nance and found no
apparent conflict with regional plans and policies
or concerns of neighboring towns.

| wll pause there and through you,
Madam Mayor, turn it over to you and the Council
for any questions or comments you woul d have on
t hese proposed changes.

PRESI DENT CANTOR:  Thank you, M.
Ledwith. While we all are thinking potentially
about, and we have di scussed this over a period of
time, but I do want to know if we have received
any public coment.

So M. derk, have you received any
witten comments?

VMR. DAVI DOFF: W have not.

PRESI DENT CANTOR Ckay. Has anybody
signed up? | don't think so because there's
nobody i n the audi ence.

No one has signed up to speak, so now
we W ll open up the floor to any town councilors

t hat have questions. M. Fay.
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COUNCI LOR FAY: Thank you. M.

Ledwi t h, when you nentioned the areas that were
excl uded, the business center, the center, and
Bl ue Back and Park Road, what about Bi shops
Corner, was there any thought about that or was
there a reason why that's not excluded too? Thank
you.

MR. LEDW TH: That is not excl uded
under the current ordi nance -- proposed anended
ordi nance that's in front of you. And | think
part of the reason for not excluding Bi shops
Corner is, you know, as folks know right now, we
have two establishnents that are | ocated very
cl ose to one another, about 1,100 feet from one
another. And within this proposed anendnment we
did go and put in the 5,000 foot buffer, which
creates about a 1.1 mle buffer fromthose two
establ i shnents, but by |eaving Bishops Corner as a
potential spot for a retail establishnent, that
creates even further buffer fromthe current two
| ocations on there as well.

COUNCI LOR FAY: Thank you. As a
foll owup, are the reasons then the others are
excl uded because they're within that buffer of the

two establishnents in place? If | summarize what
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you said, is that why they're excluded and Bi shops
Corner is included?

MR LEDWTH. So, as | said, Bishops
Corner is included because it does create that
| arger buffer fromthose two. The center and Bl ue
Back Square are a good di stance away from both of
t hose two establishnments as well. Part of the
reason we excl uded Bl ue Back Square and the center
I's both of themare within, if you use the
500-f oot buffer fromthe town municipal building
and Veterans Menorial Park and then we have the
i brary, excluded a | ot of spots anyway. So we
just included both of those or excluded the BC and
the CB -- the letters right there, the CBDH
district.

PRESI DENT CANTOR: Ckay. Al set,
Ms. Fay?

COUNCI LOR FAY:  Yes.

PRESI DENT CANTOR: M. Doar.

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR:  Thank you,
Madam Mayor. M. Ledwth, you say that the new
ordi nance indi cates that the maxi mum cannabi s
establi shments who woul d be retail establishnments
Is three. Can you just show ne in the ordinance

where you see that? Do you get that in paragraph

10




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

E, is that how you get to that by cal cul ating
25,000? | just don't see that |anguage in the
or di nance.

MR. LEDW TH. Through you, Madam Mayor,
to M. Doar. So it is under the newletter Ein
the ordinance. And if you go to the |ast sentence
of that paragraph it says, "The town pl anner shall
not grant site plan approval for nore than three
cannabis retail establishnents.” |It's the very
| ast | i ne.

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR: M ssed it.
Thank you.

And anot her question. The use of the
word "establishnments" would indicate that you're
only referring to retail and production; is that
correct?

MR. LEDWTH. So with that |anguage
we're referring to retail establishnments, not
producti on.

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR:  Ckay.

MR. LEDW TH. So production is only
permtted under the current ordi nance, which we
are not changing, in the industrial zones. And we
have zero, there's no, presently no production
facilities in West Hartford.

11
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ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR:  kay. Thank
you very nmuch.

MR. LEDW TH: You're wel cone.

PRESI DENT CANTOR: Thank you, M. Doar.

M. Zydanow cz.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: Thank you, Madam
Mayor .

So the production versus
m cro-cultivator, cultivator in nm mnd
I s production.

MR, LEDW TH.  Yes.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: So |' m conf used.
Maybe | didn't hear. You said no production.

MR LEDWTH. So production is
permtted under our current ordinance and w ||
al so be permtted under this anended ordi nance.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: Ckay. So three
retail and three cultivators?

MR, LEDW TH: Yes.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ:  Ckay.

ATTORNEY DODGE: Three retail.

MR LEDWTH  Yeah, three retail.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ:  And how nmany
cultivators?

MR. LEDWTH: Three --

12
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ATTORNEY DODGE: No limtation.

MR. LEDWTH: Ch, there's no
limtation. Okay. Sorry. No limtation on the
cul tivator.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: Okay. And the
5,000 feet, because that mrrors the al cohol, what
was the 5,000 feet?

MR. LEDWTH: So for the 500-f oot
di stance between nunici pal parks, yeah, so that's
related to the |iquor.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: kay. So the
500 is for the liquor.

MR. LEDW TH.  Yes.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: So the 5, 000
feet, why not 5,280, why not a full mle?

MR LEDWTH:. So we in our -- and |
actually have a copy of the map with ne -- but we
ki nd of mapped out where 5,000 feet fromthe
present to the establishnents are. And we wanted
to ensure that we were avoi ding, you know, Park
Road and having a third establishnent potentially
be on Park Road. And this takes Park Road
conpletely out of the picture. That's why we
ended up at 5, 000.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: Thank you. And

13
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then the last tine when we spoke, and if ny nenory
serves ne correct too, and it never made it, but
we did talk about it as a group, that we really
didn't want these retailers to kind of cluster.
And | was shocked when the second one cane up
where it did because we as a group tal ked about it
bei ng di stances, and | know we played wth the

di stances too with the park and things |ike that.
So | was really shocked. And | neant to do sone
due diligence and go back and watch that
particular neeting, and ny fault for not doing it,
because it's really water under the bridge because
we never got to that point.

But now we're here again, and | note
5,000 feet and three established, but, you know,
are we going to cone back to the sane table and
vot e agai n? You know, because now we're doi ng
this, we're adding a third, and we did this two
years ago wth two that we wanted di stances away
fromeach other, but yet they clustered.

So I'"mjust, where do we stop for this
particul ar zoning reg? Wen we first originally
didit, the two were all we voted for, and now
we're coming up to athird. So | can see two

years now from oh, we want a fourth, do you want

14
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a fifth. At what point does that stop there?
And, you know, why revisiting it, and why not j ust
keep it what we originally intended it for?

MR LEDWTH. So that's essentially a

policy decision and di scussion for the Council to

have, certainly. So | can say that we -- and if
fol ks who were on the Council on May 24th of 2022
remenber that neeting -- so at going into that

meeting, the RERACA essentially limted the town
to no nore than one per 25,000 residents, and we
were told going into that neeting that you round
down, not round up, and al nost essentially the
ni ght of that neeting that l[imtation went
conpletely away. So we could have essentially
gone unlimted at that point. And there was a | ot
of di scussion anong the Council that evening about
that limt of two or, you know, why not five or
why not |limtless.

So when we were com ng up on the
expiration of the current tenporary zoning
ordi nance, we took a look at, all right, is this
an opportunity to add one nore and kind of go back
to that original RERACA | aw, which is one per
25, 000, but you were supposed to -- we didn't know

this at the time. Technically we're supposed to

15
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round up which woul d have been a Iimt of three.
So | think that's where that nunber of three cane
from

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: Thank you. And
then the other thing too is w really haven't had
a full year, you know, July of |ast year was when
the retail opened and that was the first one,
correct?

MR LEDW TH: Correct.

COUNCI LOR ZYDANOW CZ: So it's been two
years since we voted, right, but yet the
establ i shnent didn't open until, you know, 11
nonths ago really. So we haven't really had two
full years of experience with it. And I just want
to, because we opened the neeting up with saying
that we had two years of experience, | don't think
we had two full years of experience. | think we
had 11 nonths of one retail and the ot her one just
opened recently, right, so just for the record.
Thank you.

MR. LEDW TH. Thank you.

PRESI DENT CANTOR:  Thank you, M.
Zydanowi cz. Are there comments, questions?

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR: Can | ask one

nore question?

16
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PRESI DENT CANTOR: Sure, M. Doar.

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR:  Thank you,
Madam Mayor .

So corporation counsel said that there
was no limtations on the cultivators, but then
again as I'mjust trying toread it, in Section E
It does say that there will only be
mcro-cultivators that would result in no nore
t han one per 25,000 residents. So wouldn't that
I ndi cate that there would be a limtation, unless
there's a difference between a cultivator and a
m cro-cultivator?

ATTORNEY DODGE: Thank you, Madam
Mayor .

Yes, under current |aw or under our
current ordinance there is a limtation for one
per 25,000 residents that applies to both
retailers and mcro-cultivators. And | think that
was a recommendati on of the town planner at the
tinme who want to restrict the proliferation of
m cro-cultivators.

Now, if this ordinance is adopted,

m cro-cultivators woul d be regul ated under Section
D of the new ordi nance which applies to cannabis

production facilities which includes producers,

17
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cultivators, mcro-cultivators, food and beverage
manuf act urers, product manufacturers and product
packagers, and those uses are restricted to the
|E, 1G |IP and IR zones which really are

I ndustrial zones.

So yes, while the 25,000 sort of per
capita cap is applied to mcro-cultivators under
t he exi sting ordinance, which expires on June
30th, there wll be no cap on the nunber of
m cro-cultivators on the new ordinance, if it's
adopt ed, except to the extent that
m cro-cultivators would be restricted to these
zones that | just identified.

ZONI NG ALTERNATE DOAR: (kay. Thank
you. Thank you.

PRESI DENT CANTOR: Thank you, M. Doar.
Any comments, questions?

(No response.)

PRESI DENT CANTOR:  All right. Well, |
don't think -- so I'll go one nore tine, one nore
time around. No nore questions fromthe Council ?

(No response.)

PRESI DENT CANTOR:  All right. I'm
going to read into the record a letter dated April
11, 2024 from Capitol Regi on Council of

18
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Governnents finding no apparent conflict with
regi onal plans and policies or the concerns of
nei ghboring towns; a letter dated May 7, 2024 from
the Town Pl an and Zoni ng Comm ssi on recomendi ng
approval .

And if there's nothing further, we'll
cl ose the public hearing. The public hearing is
now cl osed, and we'll begin our Council neeting in
just over ten mnutes at 7:30. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

adjourned at 7:20 p.m)
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 01             (Commenced at 7:01 p.m.)

 02             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  All right.  Good

 03  evening everybody on this beautiful pre-summer,

 04  but it feels like we're really warming up.  This

 05  is a public hearing on an ordinance concerning

 06  zoning regulations for cannabis establishments.

 07             We'll begin with roll call, Mr.

 08  Davidoff.

 09             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Good evening, Madam

 10  Mayor.

 11             Councilor Blanks.

 12             COUNCILOR BLANKS:  Present.

 13             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mayor Cantor.

 14             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Here.

 15             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Cortes is

 16  absent.

 17             Councilor Fay.

 18             COUNCILOR FAY:  Here.

 19             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor McGinnis.

 20             COUNCILOR MCGINNIS:  Present.

 21             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Polun.

 22             COUNCILOR POLUN:  Here.

 23             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Walters.

 24             COUNCILOR WALTERS:  Here.

 25             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Deputy Mayor Wenograd.
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 01             DEPUTY MAYOR WENOGRAD:  Here.

 02             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Zydanowicz.

 03             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Here.

 04             MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mr. Doar for Councilor

 05  Cortes.

 06             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Here.

 07             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.

 08  Davidoff.

 09             And thank you, Mr. Doar, for filling in

 10  for Mr. Cortes.

 11             We will begin with a presentation by

 12  staff, Mr. Ledwith.

 13             MR. LEDWITH:  Thank you, Madam Mayor.

 14  For the record, Rick Ledwith, town manager.  The

 15  purpose of tonight's public hearing is to amend

 16  the ordinance concerning zoning regulations for

 17  cannabis establishments.

 18             In terms of background, on June 22,

 19  2021, Governor Lamont signed into law Public Act

 20  Number 21-1, An act concerning responsible and

 21  equitable regulation of adult use cannabis,

 22  commonly referred to as RERACA.  At that time, the

 23  Town Council directed the Town Manager and town

 24  staff to study and make recommendations regarding

 25  the safe and responsible use and sale of cannabis

�0005

 01  in West Hartford.

 02             Under RERACA we essentially had three

 03  options to consider as a result of that new act:

 04  We could do nothing.  And if we took no action,

 05  then a cannabis establishment that looked to open

 06  a retail store in town shall be zoned as if any

 07  other similar use other than a cannabis

 08  establishment; number two, we could prohibit

 09  siting of cannabis establishments; or three, we

 10  could establish an ordinance that regulates the

 11  cultivation, production and sale of cannabis

 12  products in a manner that prioritizes public

 13  health and safety while creating local conditions

 14  for the development of a new business in this

 15  emerging industry.

 16             On May 24, 2022, the Town Council voted

 17  to establish an ordinance that provided temporary

 18  zoning regulations allowing cannabis

 19  establishments that are scheduled to expire on

 20  June 30th of 2024.  Since then, we have had almost

 21  two years of experience with the current

 22  ordinance, and in this time we have had two retail

 23  establishments open.  The first, Budr, opened last

 24  July of 2023, and the second, Sweetspot, opened

 25  earlier this year.  Both have been welcome members

�0006

 01  of our small business community.

 02             As we are getting closer to the June

 03  30, 2024 deadline, we've had the opportunity to

 04  review our current ordinance with the Community

 05  Planning and Economic Development Committee and

 06  have suggested four changes for the Council to

 07  consider this evening.

 08             This first would expand the number of

 09  retail establishments in town from a maximum of

 10  two retail establishments to a maximum of three

 11  retail establishments.

 12             The second change would create a 5,000

 13  foot buffer between the current retail

 14  establishments and a third retail establishment,

 15  ensuring that we would not have a cluster of three

 16  retail establishments within close proximity.

 17             The third change would be to restrict

 18  cannabis establishments to the BN, BS and BG

 19  zones, which are traditional commercial zoning

 20  districts, excluding the BC zone, which is our

 21  West Hartford Center, Elmwood Center; our CBDH

 22  zone, which is Blue Back Square; and then BND

 23  zone, which is the eastern most part of Farmington

 24  Avenue.  As part of this ordinance, we have

 25  attached our schedule of permitted uses to the
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 01  ordinance which would include, as I said, the BN,

 02  BS and BG zones only.

 03             The fourth change would define how we

 04  measure the 500-foot buffer presently required

 05  between a school, municipal park or recreational

 06  facility or library and a cannabis establishment

 07  to mirror the definition we use between liquor

 08  establishments in these same areas.  The

 09  definition would be, "beginning at the center of

 10  the main entrance to the portion of the building

 11  where said cannabis is proposed to be sold, thence

 12  to the center of the address street by the

 13  shortest distance without intersecting a

 14  structure, thence along the center line of said

 15  street or streets to the address street of any of

 16  the above-cited uses, and thence to a point

 17  opposite the nearest portion of a lot used for any

 18  of the above-cited uses on the address street

 19  thereof, thence to the nearest portion of the

 20  lot."  I know that was quite a bit.  But that does

 21  mirror our liquor ordinance in terms of a buffer

 22  from those same proposed -- or parks, et cetera.

 23             Finally, our Town Planner presented the

 24  ordinance change to our Town Plan and Zoning

 25  Commission on May 6th where the TPZ acted by
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 01  unanimous vote 5-0 recommending approval of the

 02  ordinance and finding no inconsistencies with the

 03  Plan of Conservation and Development.

 04             In addition, the Capitol Region Council

 05  of Governments reviewed the ordinance and found no

 06  apparent conflict with regional plans and policies

 07  or concerns of neighboring towns.

 08             I will pause there and through you,

 09  Madam Mayor, turn it over to you and the Council

 10  for any questions or comments you would have on

 11  these proposed changes.

 12             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.

 13  Ledwith.  While we all are thinking potentially

 14  about, and we have discussed this over a period of

 15  time, but I do want to know if we have received

 16  any public comment.

 17             So Mr. Clerk, have you received any

 18  written comments?

 19             MR. DAVIDOFF:  We have not.

 20             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Okay.  Has anybody

 21  signed up?  I don't think so because there's

 22  nobody in the audience.

 23             No one has signed up to speak, so now

 24  we will open up the floor to any town councilors

 25  that have questions.  Ms. Fay.
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 01             COUNCILOR FAY:  Thank you.  Mr.

 02  Ledwith, when you mentioned the areas that were

 03  excluded, the business center, the center, and

 04  Blue Back and Park Road, what about Bishops

 05  Corner, was there any thought about that or was

 06  there a reason why that's not excluded too?  Thank

 07  you.

 08             MR. LEDWITH:  That is not excluded

 09  under the current ordinance -- proposed amended

 10  ordinance that's in front of you.  And I think

 11  part of the reason for not excluding Bishops

 12  Corner is, you know, as folks know right now, we

 13  have two establishments that are located very

 14  close to one another, about 1,100 feet from one

 15  another.  And within this proposed amendment we

 16  did go and put in the 5,000 foot buffer, which

 17  creates about a 1.1 mile buffer from those two

 18  establishments, but by leaving Bishops Corner as a

 19  potential spot for a retail establishment, that

 20  creates even further buffer from the current two

 21  locations on there as well.

 22             COUNCILOR FAY:  Thank you.  As a

 23  follow-up, are the reasons then the others are

 24  excluded because they're within that buffer of the

 25  two establishments in place?  If I summarize what
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 01  you said, is that why they're excluded and Bishops

 02  Corner is included?

 03             MR. LEDWITH:  So, as I said, Bishops

 04  Corner is included because it does create that

 05  larger buffer from those two.  The center and Blue

 06  Back Square are a good distance away from both of

 07  those two establishments as well.  Part of the

 08  reason we excluded Blue Back Square and the center

 09  is both of them are within, if you use the

 10  500-foot buffer from the town municipal building

 11  and Veterans Memorial Park and then we have the

 12  library, excluded a lot of spots anyway.  So we

 13  just included both of those or excluded the BC and

 14  the CB -- the letters right there, the CBDH

 15  district.

 16             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Okay.  All set,

 17  Ms. Fay?

 18             COUNCILOR FAY:  Yes.

 19             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Mr. Doar.

 20             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Thank you,

 21  Madam Mayor.  Mr. Ledwith, you say that the new

 22  ordinance indicates that the maximum cannabis

 23  establishments who would be retail establishments

 24  is three.  Can you just show me in the ordinance

 25  where you see that?  Do you get that in paragraph
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 01  E, is that how you get to that by calculating

 02  25,000?  I just don't see that language in the

 03  ordinance.

 04             MR. LEDWITH:  Through you, Madam Mayor,

 05  to Mr. Doar.  So it is under the new letter E in

 06  the ordinance.  And if you go to the last sentence

 07  of that paragraph it says, "The town planner shall

 08  not grant site plan approval for more than three

 09  cannabis retail establishments."  It's the very

 10  last line.

 11             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Missed it.

 12  Thank you.

 13             And another question.  The use of the

 14  word "establishments" would indicate that you're

 15  only referring to retail and production; is that

 16  correct?

 17             MR. LEDWITH:  So with that language

 18  we're referring to retail establishments, not

 19  production.

 20             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Okay.

 21             MR. LEDWITH:  So production is only

 22  permitted under the current ordinance, which we

 23  are not changing, in the industrial zones.  And we

 24  have zero, there's no, presently no production

 25  facilities in West Hartford.
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 01             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Okay.  Thank

 02  you very much.

 03             MR. LEDWITH:  You're welcome.

 04             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. Doar.

 05             Mr. Zydanowicz.

 06             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Thank you, Madam

 07  Mayor.

 08             So the production versus

 09  micro-cultivator, cultivator in my mind

 10  is production.

 11             MR. LEDWITH:  Yes.

 12             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  So I'm confused.

 13  Maybe I didn't hear.  You said no production.

 14             MR. LEDWITH:  So production is

 15  permitted under our current ordinance and will

 16  also be permitted under this amended ordinance.

 17             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  So three

 18  retail and three cultivators?

 19             MR. LEDWITH:  Yes.

 20             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.

 21             ATTORNEY DODGE:  Three retail.

 22             MR. LEDWITH:  Yeah, three retail.

 23             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  And how many

 24  cultivators?

 25             MR. LEDWITH:  Three --
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 01             ATTORNEY DODGE:  No limitation.

 02             MR. LEDWITH:  Oh, there's no

 03  limitation.  Okay.  Sorry.  No limitation on the

 04  cultivator.

 05             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  And the

 06  5,000 feet, because that mirrors the alcohol, what

 07  was the 5,000 feet?

 08             MR. LEDWITH:  So for the 500-foot

 09  distance between municipal parks, yeah, so that's

 10  related to the liquor.

 11             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  So the

 12  500 is for the liquor.

 13             MR. LEDWITH:  Yes.

 14             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  So the 5,000

 15  feet, why not 5,280, why not a full mile?

 16             MR. LEDWITH:  So we in our -- and I

 17  actually have a copy of the map with me -- but we

 18  kind of mapped out where 5,000 feet from the

 19  present to the establishments are.  And we wanted

 20  to ensure that we were avoiding, you know, Park

 21  Road and having a third establishment potentially

 22  be on Park Road.  And this takes Park Road

 23  completely out of the picture.  That's why we

 24  ended up at 5,000.

 25             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Thank you.  And
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 01  then the last time when we spoke, and if my memory

 02  serves me correct too, and it never made it, but

 03  we did talk about it as a group, that we really

 04  didn't want these retailers to kind of cluster.

 05  And I was shocked when the second one came up

 06  where it did because we as a group talked about it

 07  being distances, and I know we played with the

 08  distances too with the park and things like that.

 09  So I was really shocked.  And I meant to do some

 10  due diligence and go back and watch that

 11  particular meeting, and my fault for not doing it,

 12  because it's really water under the bridge because

 13  we never got to that point.

 14             But now we're here again, and I note

 15  5,000 feet and three established, but, you know,

 16  are we going to come back to the same table and

 17  vote again?  You know, because now we're doing

 18  this, we're adding a third, and we did this two

 19  years ago with two that we wanted distances away

 20  from each other, but yet they clustered.

 21             So I'm just, where do we stop for this

 22  particular zoning reg?  When we first originally

 23  did it, the two were all we voted for, and now

 24  we're coming up to a third.  So I can see two

 25  years now from, oh, we want a fourth, do you want
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 01  a fifth.  At what point does that stop there?

 02  And, you know, why revisiting it, and why not just

 03  keep it what we originally intended it for?

 04             MR. LEDWITH:  So that's essentially a

 05  policy decision and discussion for the Council to

 06  have, certainly.  So I can say that we -- and if

 07  folks who were on the Council on May 24th of 2022

 08  remember that meeting -- so at going into that

 09  meeting, the RERACA essentially limited the town

 10  to no more than one per 25,000 residents, and we

 11  were told going into that meeting that you round

 12  down, not round up, and almost essentially the

 13  night of that meeting that limitation went

 14  completely away.  So we could have essentially

 15  gone unlimited at that point.  And there was a lot

 16  of discussion among the Council that evening about

 17  that limit of two or, you know, why not five or

 18  why not limitless.

 19             So when we were coming up on the

 20  expiration of the current temporary zoning

 21  ordinance, we took a look at, all right, is this

 22  an opportunity to add one more and kind of go back

 23  to that original RERACA law, which is one per

 24  25,000, but you were supposed to -- we didn't know

 25  this at the time.  Technically we're supposed to

�0016

 01  round up which would have been a limit of three.

 02  So I think that's where that number of three came

 03  from.

 04             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Thank you.  And

 05  then the other thing too is we really haven't had

 06  a full year, you know, July of last year was when

 07  the retail opened and that was the first one,

 08  correct?

 09             MR. LEDWITH:  Correct.

 10             COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  So it's been two

 11  years since we voted, right, but yet the

 12  establishment didn't open until, you know, 11

 13  months ago really.  So we haven't really had two

 14  full years of experience with it.  And I just want

 15  to, because we opened the meeting up with saying

 16  that we had two years of experience, I don't think

 17  we had two full years of experience.  I think we

 18  had 11 months of one retail and the other one just

 19  opened recently, right, so just for the record.

 20  Thank you.

 21             MR. LEDWITH:  Thank you.

 22             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr.

 23  Zydanowicz.  Are there comments, questions?

 24             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Can I ask one

 25  more question?
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 01             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Sure, Mr. Doar.

 02             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Thank you,

 03  Madam Mayor.

 04             So corporation counsel said that there

 05  was no limitations on the cultivators, but then

 06  again as I'm just trying to read it, in Section E

 07  it does say that there will only be

 08  micro-cultivators that would result in no more

 09  than one per 25,000 residents.  So wouldn't that

 10  indicate that there would be a limitation, unless

 11  there's a difference between a cultivator and a

 12  micro-cultivator?

 13             ATTORNEY DODGE:  Thank you, Madam

 14  Mayor.

 15             Yes, under current law or under our

 16  current ordinance there is a limitation for one

 17  per 25,000 residents that applies to both

 18  retailers and micro-cultivators.  And I think that

 19  was a recommendation of the town planner at the

 20  time who want to restrict the proliferation of

 21  micro-cultivators.

 22             Now, if this ordinance is adopted,

 23  micro-cultivators would be regulated under Section

 24  D of the new ordinance which applies to cannabis

 25  production facilities which includes producers,
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 01  cultivators, micro-cultivators, food and beverage

 02  manufacturers, product manufacturers and product

 03  packagers, and those uses are restricted to the

 04  IE, IG, IP and IR zones which really are

 05  industrial zones.

 06             So yes, while the 25,000 sort of per

 07  capita cap is applied to micro-cultivators under

 08  the existing ordinance, which expires on June

 09  30th, there will be no cap on the number of

 10  micro-cultivators on the new ordinance, if it's

 11  adopted, except to the extent that

 12  micro-cultivators would be restricted to these

 13  zones that I just identified.

 14             ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Okay.  Thank

 15  you.  Thank you.

 16             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. Doar.

 17  Any comments, questions?

 18             (No response.)

 19             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  All right.  Well, I

 20  don't think -- so I'll go one more time, one more

 21  time around.  No more questions from the Council?

 22             (No response.)

 23             PRESIDENT CANTOR:  All right.  I'm

 24  going to read into the record a letter dated April

 25  11, 2024 from Capitol Region Council of
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 01  Governments finding no apparent conflict with

 02  regional plans and policies or the concerns of

 03  neighboring towns; a letter dated May 7, 2024 from

 04  the Town Plan and Zoning Commission recommending

 05  approval.

 06             And if there's nothing further, we'll

 07  close the public hearing.  The public hearing is

 08  now closed, and we'll begin our Council meeting in

 09  just over ten minutes at 7:30.  Thank you.

 10             (Whereupon, the above proceedings

 11  adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)

 12  
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            1              (Commenced at 7:01 p.m.)



            2              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  All right.  Good 



            3   evening everybody on this beautiful pre-summer, 



            4   but it feels like we're really warming up.  This 



            5   is a public hearing on an ordinance concerning 



            6   zoning regulations for cannabis establishments.  



            7              We'll begin with roll call, Mr. 



            8   Davidoff.  



            9              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Good evening, Madam 



           10   Mayor.  



           11              Councilor Blanks.



           12              COUNCILOR BLANKS:  Present.  



           13              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mayor Cantor.



           14              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Here.  



           15              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Cortes is 



           16   absent.  



           17              Councilor Fay.  



           18              COUNCILOR FAY:  Here.  



           19              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor McGinnis.  



           20              COUNCILOR MCGINNIS:  Present.  



           21              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Polun.  



           22              COUNCILOR POLUN:  Here.  



           23              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Walters.  



           24              COUNCILOR WALTERS:  Here.



           25              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Deputy Mayor Wenograd.  









                                       3                         



�





                                                                 





            1              DEPUTY MAYOR WENOGRAD:  Here. 



            2              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Councilor Zydanowicz.



            3              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Here.  



            4              MR. DAVIDOFF:  Mr. Doar for Councilor 



            5   Cortes.  



            6              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Here.



            7              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. 



            8   Davidoff.  



            9              And thank you, Mr. Doar, for filling in 



           10   for Mr. Cortes.  



           11              We will begin with a presentation by 



           12   staff, Mr. Ledwith.



           13              MR. LEDWITH:  Thank you, Madam Mayor.  



           14   For the record, Rick Ledwith, town manager.  The 



           15   purpose of tonight's public hearing is to amend 



           16   the ordinance concerning zoning regulations for 



           17   cannabis establishments.  



           18              In terms of background, on June 22, 



           19   2021, Governor Lamont signed into law Public Act 



           20   Number 21-1, An act concerning responsible and 



           21   equitable regulation of adult use cannabis, 



           22   commonly referred to as RERACA.  At that time, the 



           23   Town Council directed the Town Manager and town 



           24   staff to study and make recommendations regarding 



           25   the safe and responsible use and sale of cannabis 
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            1   in West Hartford.  



            2              Under RERACA we essentially had three 



            3   options to consider as a result of that new act:  



            4   We could do nothing.  And if we took no action, 



            5   then a cannabis establishment that looked to open 



            6   a retail store in town shall be zoned as if any 



            7   other similar use other than a cannabis 



            8   establishment; number two, we could prohibit 



            9   siting of cannabis establishments; or three, we 



           10   could establish an ordinance that regulates the 



           11   cultivation, production and sale of cannabis 



           12   products in a manner that prioritizes public 



           13   health and safety while creating local conditions 



           14   for the development of a new business in this 



           15   emerging industry.  



           16              On May 24, 2022, the Town Council voted 



           17   to establish an ordinance that provided temporary 



           18   zoning regulations allowing cannabis 



           19   establishments that are scheduled to expire on 



           20   June 30th of 2024.  Since then, we have had almost 



           21   two years of experience with the current 



           22   ordinance, and in this time we have had two retail 



           23   establishments open.  The first, Budr, opened last 



           24   July of 2023, and the second, Sweetspot, opened 



           25   earlier this year.  Both have been welcome members 
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            1   of our small business community.  



            2              As we are getting closer to the June 



            3   30, 2024 deadline, we've had the opportunity to 



            4   review our current ordinance with the Community 



            5   Planning and Economic Development Committee and 



            6   have suggested four changes for the Council to 



            7   consider this evening.  



            8              This first would expand the number of 



            9   retail establishments in town from a maximum of 



           10   two retail establishments to a maximum of three 



           11   retail establishments.  



           12              The second change would create a 5,000 



           13   foot buffer between the current retail 



           14   establishments and a third retail establishment, 



           15   ensuring that we would not have a cluster of three 



           16   retail establishments within close proximity.  



           17              The third change would be to restrict 



           18   cannabis establishments to the BN, BS and BG 



           19   zones, which are traditional commercial zoning 



           20   districts, excluding the BC zone, which is our 



           21   West Hartford Center, Elmwood Center; our CBDH 



           22   zone, which is Blue Back Square; and then BND 



           23   zone, which is the eastern most part of Farmington 



           24   Avenue.  As part of this ordinance, we have 



           25   attached our schedule of permitted uses to the 
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            1   ordinance which would include, as I said, the BN, 



            2   BS and BG zones only.  



            3              The fourth change would define how we 



            4   measure the 500-foot buffer presently required 



            5   between a school, municipal park or recreational 



            6   facility or library and a cannabis establishment 



            7   to mirror the definition we use between liquor 



            8   establishments in these same areas.  The 



            9   definition would be, "beginning at the center of 



           10   the main entrance to the portion of the building 



           11   where said cannabis is proposed to be sold, thence 



           12   to the center of the address street by the 



           13   shortest distance without intersecting a 



           14   structure, thence along the center line of said 



           15   street or streets to the address street of any of 



           16   the above-cited uses, and thence to a point 



           17   opposite the nearest portion of a lot used for any 



           18   of the above-cited uses on the address street 



           19   thereof, thence to the nearest portion of the 



           20   lot."  I know that was quite a bit.  But that does 



           21   mirror our liquor ordinance in terms of a buffer 



           22   from those same proposed -- or parks, et cetera.  



           23              Finally, our Town Planner presented the 



           24   ordinance change to our Town Plan and Zoning 



           25   Commission on May 6th where the TPZ acted by 
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            1   unanimous vote 5-0 recommending approval of the 



            2   ordinance and finding no inconsistencies with the 



            3   Plan of Conservation and Development.  



            4              In addition, the Capitol Region Council 



            5   of Governments reviewed the ordinance and found no 



            6   apparent conflict with regional plans and policies 



            7   or concerns of neighboring towns.  



            8              I will pause there and through you, 



            9   Madam Mayor, turn it over to you and the Council 



           10   for any questions or comments you would have on 



           11   these proposed changes.  



           12              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. 



           13   Ledwith.  While we all are thinking potentially 



           14   about, and we have discussed this over a period of 



           15   time, but I do want to know if we have received 



           16   any public comment.  



           17              So Mr. Clerk, have you received any 



           18   written comments?  



           19              MR. DAVIDOFF:  We have not.



           20              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Okay.  Has anybody 



           21   signed up?  I don't think so because there's 



           22   nobody in the audience.  



           23              No one has signed up to speak, so now 



           24   we will open up the floor to any town councilors 



           25   that have questions.  Ms. Fay.
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            1              COUNCILOR FAY:  Thank you.  Mr. 



            2   Ledwith, when you mentioned the areas that were 



            3   excluded, the business center, the center, and 



            4   Blue Back and Park Road, what about Bishops 



            5   Corner, was there any thought about that or was 



            6   there a reason why that's not excluded too?  Thank 



            7   you.



            8              MR. LEDWITH:  That is not excluded 



            9   under the current ordinance -- proposed amended 



           10   ordinance that's in front of you.  And I think 



           11   part of the reason for not excluding Bishops 



           12   Corner is, you know, as folks know right now, we 



           13   have two establishments that are located very 



           14   close to one another, about 1,100 feet from one 



           15   another.  And within this proposed amendment we 



           16   did go and put in the 5,000 foot buffer, which 



           17   creates about a 1.1 mile buffer from those two 



           18   establishments, but by leaving Bishops Corner as a 



           19   potential spot for a retail establishment, that 



           20   creates even further buffer from the current two 



           21   locations on there as well.



           22              COUNCILOR FAY:  Thank you.  As a 



           23   follow-up, are the reasons then the others are 



           24   excluded because they're within that buffer of the 



           25   two establishments in place?  If I summarize what 
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            1   you said, is that why they're excluded and Bishops 



            2   Corner is included?  



            3              MR. LEDWITH:  So, as I said, Bishops 



            4   Corner is included because it does create that 



            5   larger buffer from those two.  The center and Blue 



            6   Back Square are a good distance away from both of 



            7   those two establishments as well.  Part of the 



            8   reason we excluded Blue Back Square and the center 



            9   is both of them are within, if you use the 



           10   500-foot buffer from the town municipal building 



           11   and Veterans Memorial Park and then we have the 



           12   library, excluded a lot of spots anyway.  So we 



           13   just included both of those or excluded the BC and 



           14   the CB -- the letters right there, the CBDH 



           15   district.



           16              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Okay.  All set, 



           17   Ms. Fay?  



           18              COUNCILOR FAY:  Yes.  



           19              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Mr. Doar.



           20              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Thank you, 



           21   Madam Mayor.  Mr. Ledwith, you say that the new 



           22   ordinance indicates that the maximum cannabis 



           23   establishments who would be retail establishments 



           24   is three.  Can you just show me in the ordinance 



           25   where you see that?  Do you get that in paragraph 
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            1   E, is that how you get to that by calculating 



            2   25,000?  I just don't see that language in the 



            3   ordinance.



            4              MR. LEDWITH:  Through you, Madam Mayor, 



            5   to Mr. Doar.  So it is under the new letter E in 



            6   the ordinance.  And if you go to the last sentence 



            7   of that paragraph it says, "The town planner shall 



            8   not grant site plan approval for more than three 



            9   cannabis retail establishments."  It's the very 



           10   last line.



           11              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Missed it.  



           12   Thank you.  



           13              And another question.  The use of the 



           14   word "establishments" would indicate that you're 



           15   only referring to retail and production; is that 



           16   correct?  



           17              MR. LEDWITH:  So with that language 



           18   we're referring to retail establishments, not 



           19   production.



           20              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Okay.



           21              MR. LEDWITH:  So production is only 



           22   permitted under the current ordinance, which we 



           23   are not changing, in the industrial zones.  And we 



           24   have zero, there's no, presently no production 



           25   facilities in West Hartford.
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            1              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Okay.  Thank 



            2   you very much.  



            3              MR. LEDWITH:  You're welcome.



            4              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. Doar.  



            5              Mr. Zydanowicz.  



            6              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Thank you, Madam 



            7   Mayor.  



            8              So the production versus 



            9   micro-cultivator, cultivator in my mind 



           10   is production.  



           11              MR. LEDWITH:  Yes.  



           12              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  So I'm confused.  



           13   Maybe I didn't hear.  You said no production.  



           14              MR. LEDWITH:  So production is 



           15   permitted under our current ordinance and will 



           16   also be permitted under this amended ordinance.  



           17              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  So three 



           18   retail and three cultivators?  



           19              MR. LEDWITH:  Yes.  



           20              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  



           21              ATTORNEY DODGE:  Three retail.



           22              MR. LEDWITH:  Yeah, three retail.  



           23              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  And how many 



           24   cultivators? 



           25              MR. LEDWITH:  Three -- 
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            1              ATTORNEY DODGE:  No limitation.



            2              MR. LEDWITH:  Oh, there's no 



            3   limitation.  Okay.  Sorry.  No limitation on the 



            4   cultivator.  



            5              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  And the 



            6   5,000 feet, because that mirrors the alcohol, what 



            7   was the 5,000 feet?  



            8              MR. LEDWITH:  So for the 500-foot 



            9   distance between municipal parks, yeah, so that's 



           10   related to the liquor.  



           11              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Okay.  So the 



           12   500 is for the liquor.  



           13              MR. LEDWITH:  Yes.  



           14              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  So the 5,000 



           15   feet, why not 5,280, why not a full mile?  



           16              MR. LEDWITH:  So we in our -- and I 



           17   actually have a copy of the map with me -- but we 



           18   kind of mapped out where 5,000 feet from the 



           19   present to the establishments are.  And we wanted 



           20   to ensure that we were avoiding, you know, Park 



           21   Road and having a third establishment potentially 



           22   be on Park Road.  And this takes Park Road 



           23   completely out of the picture.  That's why we 



           24   ended up at 5,000.  



           25              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Thank you.  And 
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            1   then the last time when we spoke, and if my memory 



            2   serves me correct too, and it never made it, but 



            3   we did talk about it as a group, that we really 



            4   didn't want these retailers to kind of cluster.  



            5   And I was shocked when the second one came up 



            6   where it did because we as a group talked about it 



            7   being distances, and I know we played with the 



            8   distances too with the park and things like that.  



            9   So I was really shocked.  And I meant to do some 



           10   due diligence and go back and watch that 



           11   particular meeting, and my fault for not doing it, 



           12   because it's really water under the bridge because 



           13   we never got to that point.  



           14              But now we're here again, and I note 



           15   5,000 feet and three established, but, you know, 



           16   are we going to come back to the same table and 



           17   vote again?  You know, because now we're doing 



           18   this, we're adding a third, and we did this two 



           19   years ago with two that we wanted distances away 



           20   from each other, but yet they clustered.  



           21              So I'm just, where do we stop for this 



           22   particular zoning reg?  When we first originally 



           23   did it, the two were all we voted for, and now 



           24   we're coming up to a third.  So I can see two 



           25   years now from, oh, we want a fourth, do you want 
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            1   a fifth.  At what point does that stop there?  



            2   And, you know, why revisiting it, and why not just 



            3   keep it what we originally intended it for?  



            4              MR. LEDWITH:  So that's essentially a 



            5   policy decision and discussion for the Council to 



            6   have, certainly.  So I can say that we -- and if 



            7   folks who were on the Council on May 24th of 2022 



            8   remember that meeting -- so at going into that 



            9   meeting, the RERACA essentially limited the town 



           10   to no more than one per 25,000 residents, and we 



           11   were told going into that meeting that you round 



           12   down, not round up, and almost essentially the 



           13   night of that meeting that limitation went 



           14   completely away.  So we could have essentially 



           15   gone unlimited at that point.  And there was a lot 



           16   of discussion among the Council that evening about 



           17   that limit of two or, you know, why not five or 



           18   why not limitless.  



           19              So when we were coming up on the 



           20   expiration of the current temporary zoning 



           21   ordinance, we took a look at, all right, is this 



           22   an opportunity to add one more and kind of go back 



           23   to that original RERACA law, which is one per 



           24   25,000, but you were supposed to -- we didn't know 



           25   this at the time.  Technically we're supposed to 
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            1   round up which would have been a limit of three.  



            2   So I think that's where that number of three came 



            3   from.  



            4              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  Thank you.  And 



            5   then the other thing too is we really haven't had 



            6   a full year, you know, July of last year was when 



            7   the retail opened and that was the first one, 



            8   correct?  



            9              MR. LEDWITH:  Correct.  



           10              COUNCILOR ZYDANOWICZ:  So it's been two 



           11   years since we voted, right, but yet the 



           12   establishment didn't open until, you know, 11 



           13   months ago really.  So we haven't really had two 



           14   full years of experience with it.  And I just want 



           15   to, because we opened the meeting up with saying 



           16   that we had two years of experience, I don't think 



           17   we had two full years of experience.  I think we 



           18   had 11 months of one retail and the other one just 



           19   opened recently, right, so just for the record.  



           20   Thank you.



           21              MR. LEDWITH:  Thank you.



           22              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. 



           23   Zydanowicz.  Are there comments, questions?  



           24              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Can I ask one 



           25   more question?  
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            1              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Sure, Mr. Doar.



            2              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Thank you, 



            3   Madam Mayor.  



            4              So corporation counsel said that there 



            5   was no limitations on the cultivators, but then 



            6   again as I'm just trying to read it, in Section E 



            7   it does say that there will only be 



            8   micro-cultivators that would result in no more 



            9   than one per 25,000 residents.  So wouldn't that 



           10   indicate that there would be a limitation, unless 



           11   there's a difference between a cultivator and a 



           12   micro-cultivator?  



           13              ATTORNEY DODGE:  Thank you, Madam 



           14   Mayor.  



           15              Yes, under current law or under our 



           16   current ordinance there is a limitation for one 



           17   per 25,000 residents that applies to both 



           18   retailers and micro-cultivators.  And I think that 



           19   was a recommendation of the town planner at the 



           20   time who want to restrict the proliferation of 



           21   micro-cultivators.  



           22              Now, if this ordinance is adopted, 



           23   micro-cultivators would be regulated under Section 



           24   D of the new ordinance which applies to cannabis 



           25   production facilities which includes producers, 
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            1   cultivators, micro-cultivators, food and beverage 



            2   manufacturers, product manufacturers and product 



            3   packagers, and those uses are restricted to the 



            4   IE, IG, IP and IR zones which really are 



            5   industrial zones.  



            6              So yes, while the 25,000 sort of per 



            7   capita cap is applied to micro-cultivators under 



            8   the existing ordinance, which expires on June 



            9   30th, there will be no cap on the number of 



           10   micro-cultivators on the new ordinance, if it's 



           11   adopted, except to the extent that 



           12   micro-cultivators would be restricted to these 



           13   zones that I just identified.



           14              ZONING ALTERNATE DOAR:  Okay.  Thank 



           15   you.  Thank you.



           16              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  Thank you, Mr. Doar.  



           17   Any comments, questions?  



           18              (No response.)



           19              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  All right.  Well, I 



           20   don't think -- so I'll go one more time, one more 



           21   time around.  No more questions from the Council?  



           22              (No response.)



           23              PRESIDENT CANTOR:  All right.  I'm 



           24   going to read into the record a letter dated April 



           25   11, 2024 from Capitol Region Council of 
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            1   Governments finding no apparent conflict with 



            2   regional plans and policies or the concerns of 



            3   neighboring towns; a letter dated May 7, 2024 from 



            4   the Town Plan and Zoning Commission recommending 



            5   approval.  



            6              And if there's nothing further, we'll 



            7   close the public hearing.  The public hearing is 



            8   now closed, and we'll begin our Council meeting in 



            9   just over ten minutes at 7:30.  Thank you.



           10              (Whereupon, the above proceedings 



           11   adjourned at 7:20 p.m.)
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