WEST
HARTFORD
West Hartford Town Council Meeting Minutes

50 South Main Street Legislative Chambers, Room 314
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 at 7:25 PM

1854 |

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:25 PM

Present: Councilors Blanks, Mayor Cantor, Cortes, Fay (by phone), McGinnis, Polun,
Walters, Deputy Mayor Wenograd and Zydanowicz (by phone)

2. Communications

A. Dr. Jason Wang, addressing the Council on Bike West Hartford issues

Dr. Jason Wang, 194 Four Mile Road, Bike West Hartford, presented information on
Bike West Hartford's recommendation for the implementation of quick builds to
advocate for safe roads. A copy of his presentation is attached.

3. Adjournment

A. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 pm.



A Call to Action:
Quick-Builds
for Road Safety

March 25, 2025 - Town Council Meeting
presented by: Bike West Hartford
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2024 3 people killed
2025 Time for ACTION!



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The story! Why we launched VZ and what has happened since then


Current Road Conditions



Site of Anne Rapkin’s death

Then



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

Spot the difference

Here’s where Anne and Rosie were killed in 2024.  Note the wide radius turn which encourages rolling through stop signs and fast turns.  The pedestrian crossing in this pedestrian is especially vulnerable to right-turning cars coming from the left, where the driver frequently is not even checking their right-hand side as they look left for traffic


Site of Carlos Garlaza’s death
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BWH'’s Vision for 2025



BWH Recommendations for Immediate
Action

Quick-build curb extensions, focusing on:
Priority A: School zones overlapping with high injury network (~36
intersections)
Priority B: School zones not within High Injury Network (~37
intersections)
Priority C: High Injury Network outside of school zones

Raised crosswalks
Implement and iterate!
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Current crossing distance: 38 feet
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Examples in other towns

Hartford, CT: Hoboken, NJ; Bozeman, MT





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hartford




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hartford




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s Hoboken NJ, which hasn’t had a traffic death in nearly 8 years, and is the best example in the US of effective implementation of Vision Zero
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s a wide road in Bozeman Montana that has been bisected by a pedestrian refuge island


Implementation



Curb Extensions

Flexposts / Delineator Posts

* Inexpensive (~$40-150 each)

* Proven solution
» Durable |
| |


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Typically last ~5 years
Rarely hit by vehicles in real world settings
Can be run over by vehicles repeatedly – they spring right back
Do not shatter or generate debris
Very difficult to uproot by accident
Fixed by 4 bolts; do not damage or accelerate wear of underlying pavement



Locations to Target

Prlorlty A BEFORE SUMMER School Zones along HIN

e =
e

/»/’/ ﬁfj By % \k\\x - i‘“‘i‘"“:_{“‘;
= FIatbush/Prlce (Charter Oak) -

S N Main/Sheep Hill (Hall) - Farmlngton/Whltmg Lane‘?\%ﬁ



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
According to VZ


Raised Crosswalks

photo credit: Ronni Newton we-ha.com


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Town has already added some - they work! Other Vision Zero interventions (RFBs, line painting, daylighting, etc.) are also important.


* Tragedy led WH to launch Vision Zero
* The high-injury network and solutions have been identified

« The town received a $3,178,000 grant in 2024 to address
these needs

The cost of doing nothing is far greater than the cost of
intervention.

The time for action and implementation
is NOW
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